
 

 

Closed Syllables 
 

 ends in a consonant 

 1 vowel 

 short vowel sound ˇ  

 
Example #1 

(1 syllable word) 

  CVC 

drŏp 

Example #2  

(2 syllable word) 

CVC   CVC 

  gŭm/drŏp 
 

   

 

  The vowel is closed in 
by a consonant so try 

its short sound first. 



 

Open Syllables 
 

 ends in a vowel 

 1 vowel  

 long vowel sound ˉ 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Example #1 

(1 syllable word) 

  CV 

mē 

Example #2  

(2 syllable word) 

CV    CVC 

  pī  /  lŏt 
The vowel is closed in 
by a consonant so try 

its short sound first. 

“I’m open…go 

long…shout my name!” 
 



 

R-Controlled Syllables 
 

 1 vowel followed by r 

 r controls the vowel 

 vowel and r appear in the 

same syllable   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example #1 

(1 syllable word) 

Vr  

bird 

Example #2  

(2 syllable word) 

        Vr     

  tur  /  tle 

The vowel is neither 
long or short.  The “r” 

changes its sound a bit. 



 

Vowel Team Syllables 
 

 2 vowels (1 sound) 

 ai, ay, ea, ee, oa, ow, oo, oi, oy,  

ou, ie, and ei (called digraphs)  

 vowel digraphs appear in same 

syllable 

 long vowel sound ˉ  (much of the time) 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example #1 

(1 syllable word) 

 “VV”  

bōat 

Example #2  

(2 syllable word) 

             “VV”    

  ĕx  /  plāin 

When 2 vowels go 
walking, the first one 
does the talking.  (It 
shouts it name.) 



 

Final e Syllables 
 

 1 vowel followed by 1 consonant 

followed by 1 e  (VCe pattern) 

 usually long-vowel sounds  ˉ  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example #1 

(1 syllable word) 

  VCe 

clōse 

Example #2 

(2 syllable word) 

    CV      VCe 

dē  /  cīde 

The “bossy e” jumps on 
the vowel and says “Say 

your name or else!” 

open syllable 



 

Consonant + le Syllables 
 

 1 consonant followed by –le 

 when C-le appears at end of 

word, the C plus le form last 

syllable    

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

Example #1 

(1st syllable open) 

 

tā / ble 

Example #2  

(1st syllable closed) 

            

  lĭt  /  tle 

Don’t forget to check 
the patterns of the rest 

of the syllables! 


