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Warriors Hold Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
for Partnership with Connected Community Schools
The Whitesboro Central School District held a ribbon cutting ceremony on Nov. 3, 2021, to
announce its partnership with Connected Community Schools which will serve Deerfield
Elementary, Hart’s Hill Elementary, Marcy Elementary and Westmoreland Road Elementary for
the 2021-22 academic school year.
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Connected Community Schools (CCS) helps to coordinate, streamline and deliver needed
services to students and families so that students can succeed despite personal obstacles.
Examples of this assistance include housing, food insecurity, medical and dental issues and
mental health.

Calendar

Additionally, the initiative provides embedded classroom programming, where community experts
are invited to educate and organize engagement opportunities for students and their families.

For the complete
district calendar,
schedule of upcoming
events and more district
news, please visit
www.wboro.org.
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“We are always seeking ways to help connect our families
to the resources and agencies in our community designed
to help them,” said Whitesboro Superintendent Dr. Brian
Bellair. “The pandemic has created innumerable challenges and we want to ensure our families
have the support they need to navigate whatever issues they're facing.”

SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Parents, Guardians and School Community Members:
As you can see in this issue, we have so much taking place in our schools, from academic and athletic
achievements, to the development of our Five-Year Plan, to forging new partnerships to assist and support
students and families dealing with a multitude of issues and obstacles that impeded their ability to be fully
engaged with our District.
Our school community has demonstrated tremendous resolve and determination throughout the
pandemic, and prioritized maintaining as much of our traditions and programs as possible despite the
challenges and obstacles placed before us. I want to commend our students, staff and families for your support and adherence to
the numerous health and safety protocols we have in place, as well as, for your understanding regarding scheduling modifications
and event adaptations we have had to make in the interest of safety.
We have made excellent progress on our capital project work. Some highlights include: parking lot upgrades throughout the
district, including a student drop-off section at the high school, upgrades to the Wadas athletic building, high school locker room
renovations, renovations to the middle school auditorium, entrance lobby and student bathroom renovations throughout the
district, roof replacement at the Parkway building and upgrades to our instructional technology. Additional information on our
projects can be found on our website.
With the holiday season well upon us, it is fitting for me to thank each of you for your continued commitment to our District and
programs. Working together, we will continue to provide the best educational opportunities for our students. I wish you a wonderful
holiday season and look forward to our continued collaboration in the new year.
Sincerely,

Dr. Brian K. Bellair
Superintendent of Schools

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion and Culturally Responsive-Sustaining
Education Framework
The Whitesboro Central School District has incorporated a robust array of professional development opportunities for our staff related to
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI), as well as, the Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education (CR-S) framework released by the New York
State Education Department. Prior to the release, our District established an ongoing partnership with Dr. Meredith Madden, assistant
professor of Education at Utica College in Oct. 2020. Since then, Dr. Madden has worked with many of our teachers on these concepts,
especially when related to curriculum, and we plan to have her present additional courses later this year.
In addition, several of our administrators are actively participating in a book study along with other Central New York school administrators
(organized by Syracuse University). The book, titled, “Five Practices for Equity-Focused School Leadership,” was written by several authors in
the educational field. One of the authors, George Theoharis, a professor at Syracuse University, serves as the facilitator during discussions.
We are also actively working with our local BOCES to develop additional professional development opportunities, as well as, resources
that can be utilized in the classroom.
Recently, the district launched a “ThoughtExchange” to better understand what our staff needs are in terms of resources and/or knowledge
related to DEI and CR-S Education. The District plans to analyze this feedback to guide our plans and decisions in the future. We would also
like to acknowledge the support of our Board of Education in this important endeavor.
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DISTRICT News

Whitesboro CSD Welcomes New Teachers for the 2021-22 School Year
From Aug. 25-26, the Whitesboro Central School District held a two-day
orientation for new teachers at the District administration building.
The orientation was led by Kelly Smith, a kindergarten teacher at
Marcy Elementary School, and Dawn Zielenski, a second grade
teacher at Marcy Elementary School. During the orientation, each of
the new teachers were introduced to District administrators, District
policies and procedures and basic expectations. Some of the topics
included: District technology, teacher evaluation procedures, special
education, fire inspection and safety information, union membership
and Whitesboro Teacher Center offerings. New teachers also had the
opportunity to work with other teachers in their
subject area.
The Whitesboro Central School District is pleased to welcome all of its new instructional and school-related staff
for the 2021-22 school year!
The collective mission of the Whitesboro Central School District is, “To inspire, cultivate and empower all learners
to maximize their potential.”

Whitesboro Middle School and Hart’s Hill Elementary Among Best in the State
For the 2021-22 school year, Whitesboro’s Middle School campus and Hart’s Hill Elementary School ranked in the top 300 of New York
State by U.S. News & World Report.
Parkway School, which holds all sixth graders, ranked 80th in the state, while the Middle School (grades 7-8) ranked 255th. Five middle
schools placed in the top 500 in the state amongst a field of 1,219.
As for Hart’s Hill Elementary, it ranked 133rd, one of only four elementary schools in Oneida and
Herkimer counties that placed in the top 500 of the state amongst 2,211 schools.
The awards didn’t stop there. The Middle School was also recognized by the Observer-Dispatch in
Aug. (2021) as the best middle school in their “Best of the Best” online survey.
“It is an honor to be recognized as the best middle school by the Observer-Dispatch in their
“Best of the Best” online survey,” said Whitesboro Middle School Principal John Egresits. “This
award recognizes the diligent and steadfast work our students, campus staff and administration
accomplished during a difficult time in education, and is voted on by the greater Mohawk Valley
region. The Whitesboro Middle School campus would like to thank the Observer-Dispatch and our
community for their continued support.”
Hart’s Hill Elementary School Principal Lisa Putnam added, “the positive recognition from U.S. News
and World Report arrived at the perfect time. The faculty and staff of Hart’s Hill Elementary School, and
the Whitesboro Central School District, continue to work hard to support the ever-changing needs of
our students and their families. The team at Hart’s Hill is very honored and proud of the recognition
received, and will continue to provide an outstanding educational program for our students.”
DECEMBER 2021
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HIGH SCHOOL News

Spirit Week
Spirit Week 2021 was a huge success at the high school, bringing back a little sense of normalcy
for our school community. Spirit Days included Color Wars, Jersey Day, Western Day, Hawaiian
Day and, of course, Blue and White Day. Students also took part in a hallway decorating
contest – won by the senior class -- and selection of the “Warrior Royal Court.”
The week concluded with the varsity football game on Oct. 1, which featured
a “Warrior Parade of Athletes” at halftime. A large crowd of students, family
members, alumni and community members, as well as fans from the visiting
Indian River team were in attendance!

Three Whitesboro High School Students Named Commended Students in
National Merit Scholarship Program
Three Whitesboro High School Students have been named Commended Students for the 2022 National Merit Scholarship Program.
On Sept. 22, High School Principal Jeffrey Kuhn announced that Carson Cook, Carson Hunter and Louis Misiaszek have each been
named Commended Students. Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 students who entered the 2022 competition
by taking the 2020 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).
“Those being named Commended Students have
demonstrated outstanding potential for academic
success,” commented a spokesperson for the National
Merit Scholarship Program. “These students represent
a valuable national resource; recognizing their
accomplishments, as well as the key role their schools
play in their academic development, is vital to the
advancement of educational excellence in our nation.
We hope that this recognition will help broaden their
educational opportunities and encourage them as
they continue their pursuit of academic success.”
Congratulations to, from left, Carson Hunter, Carson Cook and Louis Misiaszek on this outstanding recognition!
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New Visions Internships In Full Swing
On Oct. 7, students in the New Visions: Health Professions class visited Sitrin Health Care Center to kick off the internship orientation
process. Students are participating in internships at the Utica Zoo, local public schools, Nimey’s New Generation Cars and many others.
Two New Visions: Health Professions students from the Whitesboro Central School District, Gabriella Hughes and Michael Candella, have
started their internships in the medical field.
Gabriella is conducting her internship at Sitrin where she has had the opportunity to shadow the work of a physical therapist.
According to Gabriella, "I joined this program because I wanted to know if this is a field I want to get into." During her internship
so far, she has observed physical therapists working with patients with
knee replacements and shoulder ailments. Gabriella was amazed at the
knowledge physical therapists had when working with different patients,
including their attention to detail, the precise questions, and the amount
of preparatory work that goes into each visit. It is a field Gabriella plans to
pursue following her graduation from high school.
Michael is participating in an internship with Kunkel Ambulance and has
been on EMT calls during his experience. Last year, Michael joined the
Whitesboro Department because he wanted to save lives. New Visions:
Health Professions was an obvious choice to see if the health care field
was something he wanted to pursue. During EMT calls with Kunkel,
Michael described the level of support and communication that existed
among first responders when transferring a patient from St. Luke’s to St.
Elizabeth’s. He has learned how to remove a stretcher from an ambulance
and thought it was a valuable experience to see how EMTs “save lives and
make sure people are okay.” Following high school graduation, Michael
has an interest in pursuing a medical career in college.

Pain is Evident for ALL Involved in Bullying
In Mrs. Wither’s and Mrs. Deuel’s Health class, students are learning about the topic of bullying. Students came up with a classroom definition
that bullying is negatively affecting a person’s emotional, physical or mental health. We explored the types of people that are often involved
in bullying situations: the bully, the bullied, the bystander and the brave. Students then tried to get into the minds of each of these types of
individuals by writing poems from their perspective. Students clearly illustrated that bullying situations engross pain for all parties involved.
After creating these poems, students devised solutions to try to end these negative trends. Below you can find their poems.
I am the bully,

I am bullied,

I am the bystander,

I wonder if a bully is good,
I hear yelling,
I see crying on the inside of them,
I want new friends but I’m a bully,
I am the bully.

I wonder if they like me,
I hear the pain,
I see pain in their eyes,
I want it to stop,
I am the bullied.

I wonder why I can’t help,
I hear fights every day,
I see pain that they feel,
I want to help, but I am shy,
I am the bystander.

I pretend not to care,
I feel bad,
I touch my heart wishing I had more
friends,
I worry about people that I bully,
I cry when I hurt people,
I am the bully.

I pretend it never happened,
I feel sadness and anger,
I touch my face in pain,
I worry they will bully other people,
I cry when I’m alone,
I am the bullied.

I pretend that I don’t see what’s happening,
I feel like I should help but I don’t,
I touch my heart when I’m sad,
I worry what the person is going to do,
I cry when the person is getting hurt,
I am the bystander.

I pretend to have confidence,
I feel like I have to stop it,
I touch the bully to tell them to stop,
I worry the bully will try to fight me,
I cry when I see the shy kids getting bullied,
I am the brave.

I understand the pain,
I say stop but it doesn’t end,
I dream they can be nice to everyone,
I try to tell somebody to help,
I hope they open up and be nice to other people,
I am the bullied.

I understand what’s happening but I don’t care,
I say it’s funny but I really don’t think that way,
I dream next time I won’t record what’s going on,
I try to help but I’m not brave enough,
I hope this will never happen again,
I am the bystander.

I understand that I have to stop bullying,
I say “Stop, leave them alone!”,
I dream for them to stop bullying.
I try to help the shy kids,
I hope I can stop the bully from being mean,
I am the brave.

I understand people have pain,
I say bad things to people,
I dream I can make friends one day,
I try not to take my anger out on people,
I hope we can be friends,
I am the bully.

I am the brave,
I wonder why the bully is bullying others,
I hear people being nice to others,
I see the bully being mean to shy kids,
I want to protect the person being bullied,
I am the brave.
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National Honor Society Inducts 78
Whitesboro High School held its annual National Honor Society (NHS) Induction Ceremony virtually on Nov. 8, and 78 new
members were inducted. They included:
Morgan Angus
Sean Bednarczyk
Matthew Benjamin
Joshua Bono
Richard Bouck
Kaylie Britt
Ava Brown
Emily Brutsky
Spencer Cater
Ema Causevic
Brendan Chrysler
Julia Ciancaglini
Abigail Collea
Jacob Collea
Michael Collea
Riley Collis

Samuel Collis
Emily Colucci
Skylar Conkling
Danielle DeCarlo
Kylee DeCarr
Antonia DiCesare
Ryleigh Dowd
Jesse Dutcher
Emma Fasolo
Emily Fovel
Paige Gentile
Genaro Graziano
Kyra Griffiths
Rebecca Hill
Daniel Houghton
Dominick Jenne

Josephine Jenne
Delaney Jennings
Kiara Khiamdavanh
Olivia Komacek
Jonathan Kraeger
Jack LaFayette
Isabella Lambert
Nay Linn
Maria Liuzzi
Mikayla Loubier
Ava Lupia
Brooke Manolescu
Mitchell Martin
Caleigh McQueeney
Gabriella Montana
Morgan Montana

Brady Murphy
Nicholas Nassif
Jasmine Ortiz
Izabella Osilovskiy
Ayush Patel
Andrew Pawloski
Glenvelis Perez
Eva Quackenbush
Carley Robinson
Courtney Robinson
Daniel Russo
Jacob Scalise
James Scarchilli
Abigail Servello
Hannah Shulsky
Daschel Smith

Shelby Spina
Gabrielle St. Pierre
Anessa Staskevich
Nina Steeper
Alexis Stivali
Austin Stoquert
Maria Stuhlman
Kaitlyn Trzcinski
Angelina Wehrle
Skyler Wells
Kaeden Wood
Ryan Yingling
Casey Zarnoch
Arianna Zupancic

Congratulations to each of the new NHS inductees, and thank you to all of the teachers, administrators and parents who have
supported these students and helped to prepare them for this accomplishment and celebration.

MIDDLE SCHOOL News

Middle School National Junior Honor Society Inducts 61
Whitesboro Middle School held its annual National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) Induction Ceremony on Oct. 21, in the high
school auditorium, and 61 new members were inducted. They included:
Indiana Anderson
Evan Bauer
Haylee Bostwick
Catherine Brown
Liam Buckley
Jack Burke
Nathan Cencetti
Carmella Chrisman
Madeline Clancy
Nadine Clausen
Brady Colbert
Addison Cook
Jacob Dam
Joseph Dare
Brianna DeHimer
Joseph Drager

Hailey Dudek
Savannah Ferguson
Chayse Fischer
Kevin George
Niko Grossi
Adam Gutowski
Edin Hadzimujic
Morgan Hammond
Kadence Heinlein
Avery Heretz
Karley Hughes
Ariana Johnson
Averi Kraeger
Trinity Kubinski
Alexa Loiacano
Nicolas Lupia

Katie Martin
Mia Mattia
Brianna McKeever
Genevieve Michel
Madelyn Montana
Angelina Myalik
Sophie Nowak
Rylee Pagotto
Kyle Parent
Santino Pedulla
Tyler Quackenbush
Rianne Rios
Gianna Ross
Amelia Sheldon
Chase Stoquert
Olivia Strife

Sydney Strife
Stanisalv Tarasenko
Ava Thorngren
Adeline Tibbitts
Jackson Tullar
Lylah VanDyk
Tyler Vanno
Josephine Visalli
Lucianna Walsh
Katherine Williams
Aaden Wilsey
Leo Wilsey
Kieragan Wood

Congratulations to each of the new NJHS inductees, and thank you to all of the teachers, administrators and parents who have
supported these students and helped to prepare them for this accomplishment and celebration.
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PTO Sponsors Physical Education Field Trips to BROEP
Fourth and fifth grade students and teachers from Westmoreland Road Elementary enjoyed
two beautiful fall days at the Black River Outdoor Education Program’s (BROEP) Jackson Hill
Telemark and Sunfield.
BROEP, in conjunction with its sister entity, the Black River Environmental Improvement
Association (BREIA), strives to educate school-aged children about the responsibilities we have
towards nature, conservation and preservation.
Coach Lenard and Mr. Temple, both physical
education teachers at Westmoreland Road,
organized a mountain biking experience for
all fifth grade students. Students were divided
into different groups based on their ability level.
Several students at the beginner level, who
worked diligently throughout the day, became
successful and proud riders by the end of the day!
A hiking experience was planned for all of the fourth grade students. The group hiked
through the trails of Jackson Hill learning about different species of trees, the regeneration
of plants, trees and maps.
These trips were generously sponsored by the Westmoreland Road Elementary PTO.

MARCY ON T

HE M O V E

Students at Marcy Elementary had a great time participating in the Marcy on the Move program this fall. The program, comprised
of students in grades 3-5, combines physical fitness with character building and educational workouts. Students enjoyed the fall
session each Wednesday from Sept. 22 through Oct. 20. Many thanks to Miss Sutliff and Mr. Getman for organizing this program,
along with all of the teachers who volunteered their time to help facilitate this wonderful opportunity for our Marcy students!

Math
Students in Mrs. Linck’s math class had fun
experiencing math under the glow of a
black light with some bright neon colors! It
was a great way to reinforce and practice
math skills while having fun. All students
gave the day a “glowing” review!
DECEMBER 2021
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Bully Prevention Highlighted in October
Inspire, Cultivate and Empower!
On Oct. 25, Hart’s Hill teachers, faculty and students participated in daily
announcements, and shared positive messages regarding bullying prevention
in coordination with Bullying Prevention Month, which is celebrated in October.
The group walked on the district’s trail where signs were posted with words
and pictures describing what bullying is, and how to peacefully end it. They
also wore the color blue, which is worn across the
nation to bring awareness to this topic.
Connected Community Schools supported the
event as well, asking students to put negative
thoughts in a trash can at the beginning of the trail,
and positive thoughts in a trash can at the end.

Students at Westmoreland Road Elementary have done an outstanding job showing what it means to be “Respectful, Responsible and
Safe.” For their efforts, students were rewarded with a school-wide Pajama Day!
Students worked hard to earn pom-poms for being respectful, responsible and safe throughout the school day. Each classroom has
a pom-pom bucket to fill and once the bucket is full, the class dumps their bucket into a school-wide pom-pom bucket displayed in
the front foyer. Individual classes have a class celebration for filling their bucket. Once the school bucket is full, we have a school-wide
celebration. Westmoreland Road’s first school-wide celebration was a Pajama Day held on Oct. 19.
Congratulations to the students of Westmoreland Road! Continue being respectful, responsible and safe.
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Four Student-Athletes Sign Letters of Intent
Whitesboro Central School District held their annual National Letter of Intent Signing Date on
Nov. 10, where four student-athletes committed to both Division I and Division II colleges and
universities for the 2022-23 academic school year.
Ryan Cook and Madison Wisheart signed to Central Connecticut State University and Sacred
Heart University, both Division I in the NCAA. Cook threw 28 innings for the Warriors in 2021,
accumulating 27 strikeouts with an 0.75 earned run average (2-1 record). He also hit .333 with
11 runs scored. Wisheart accumulated five goals and five assists in 18 games as a senior.
Cecilia Lapertosa and Brian Zbytniewski committed to Queens College and Mercy College, both
Division II in the NCAA. Lapertosa scored 178 points in 10 games as a junior (17.8 points per
game), while Zbytniewski hit .327 with 12 runs batted in and one stolen base in 2021. He also
had 22 strikeouts in 17 innings pitched, going 3-1 with an 1.64 ERA as a junior for the Warriors.
“Congratulations to all the student-athletes who worked hard here at Whitesboro Central School District, and good luck on your future
endeavors,” said Director of Health, Physical Education and Athletics Michael Deuel.

Homecoming Football Game vs. Indian River

The Whitesboro Warriors hosted Indian River on Oct. 1, in a Class A football game at Chiz Frye Field. Colin Skermont threw a touchdown
pass to Noah Chapman, and Dominic Bullis returned a fumble 90 yards for a touchdown in the game.

Tri-Valley League Champions
Congratulations to the Whitesboro Girls Cross
Country Team, who are the 2021 Tri-Valley League
Champions. They finished the 2021 regular season
undefeated with an 8-0 record.
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The Whitesboro Central School District Board of Education
meets at 7 p.m., unless noted otherwise. Meetings are
held at the Administration Building at 65 Oriskany Blvd. in
Whitesboro, or at one of the school buildings in the District.
Please see meeting schedule below or visit www.wboro.
org/boemeeting for the complete meeting schedule.

SNOW DAY/DELAY PROTOCOL
The decision to close schools because of adverse
weather conditions is made only after the road
conditions in the District are reviewed personally
by District staff.
The final decision is made by the Superintendent
after consulting with staff that have checked
conditions. The news media is then informed of
the decision. If the weather is inclement, please
tune in to the following stations:

WIBX-950 AM
WRUN-1150 AM
WTLB-1310 AM
WADR-1480 AM

WOUR-96.9 FM
WFRG-104.3 FM
WOKR-93.5 FM
WKLL-94.9 FM
WIXT-TV Syracuse

Spectrum Cable News
WUTR-TV Utica
WKTV Utica
WTVH Utica

THE DISTRICT ALSO UTILIZES SCHOOLMESSENGER
TO SEND OUT AUTOMATED COMMUNICATIONS
REGARDING SCHOOL CLOSINGS AND DELAYS.

