WHITESBORO
Warriors

C E NT RA L S CH O O L DI ST R I C T

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
FOR THE 2020-21
SCHOOL YEAR!
FULL STORY
PAGE 3

INSPIRE, CULTIVATE, AND EMPOWER
NOVEMBER | 2020

www.wboro.org

In This Issue:
Page 2 Superintendent's
Message
Page 3 District News
Page 6 high school news
Page 7 middle school
news
Page 8 elementary
school news
Page 11 Athletics

Calendar
For the complete district
calendar, schedule of
upcoming events and
more district news, please
visit www.wboro.org.

high school
picture retakes &
remote student
pictures
december 9-11

Remote students can visit the HS
Auditorium Lobby from 1:30-3:00
p.m. on Dec. 9, 10 or 11 to have
their photo taken.

Whitesboro High School Announces Students Selected for
Virtual All-State Ensembles
Whitesboro High School is pleased to announce that three students have been selected to
participate in the 2020 Virtual All-State vocal music ensembles. Seniors Madison Butler, Isabella
Cirasuolo and Natalie Little will participate in virtual concerts held during the Cyber Summit of
the New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) on December 3-5. The Conference brings
together the most talented, top-scoring high school students from throughout New York to
perform collectively and rehearse with world-class clinicians.
Madison Butler, selected as an alternate for Soprano 2, has been performing
vocally for nine years and also plays the alto saxophone in Symphonic
Band. She has been involved in the band program, A’Cappella, Chamber
Choir and Sweet Adelines during her time at Whitesboro. In her free time,
Madison taught herself to play the ukulele and enjoys composing songs.
She plans to major in early childhood education at college in the fall.
Isabella Cirasuolo, selected for the Treble Choir as an Alto 1, has been
performing vocally for seven years and has studied privately with Mrs.
Maggie Tallman. She has been involved in the school musicals, Ninth Grade
Chorus, A’Cappella, Chamber Choir and Sweet Adelines during her time at
Whitesboro. Isabella also taught herself to play the ukulele and starred as
Ethel Peas in the 2019 Whitesboro High School production of Thoroughly
Modern Millie. She is considering majoring in journalism at college in the fall.
Natalie Little, selected for the Mixed Chorus as a Soprano 2, has been
performing vocally for eight years and played the flute for seven years.
She has been involved in the school musicals, A’Cappella, Chamber
Choir, Concert Band and Sweet Adelines during her time at Whitesboro.
In addition to her musical talents, Natalie is also a stellar athlete, having
played club soccer for several years most recently on the Whitesboro High
School varsity team. She plans to major in forensic psychology at college
in the fall.

Madison Butler

Isabella Cirasuolo

“We are extremely proud of Madison, Isabella and Natalie for their
Natalie Little
accomplishments,” said High School Vocal Music Teacher Sarah DePalma.
“The hard work and dedication demanded by their craft is evident.
They will be excellent representatives of our music department and we are eager to hear their
performances. We would like to thank the Whitesboro Central School District for its support of
music and the arts, and for fostering the desire for excellence in its students.”

SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Parents, Guardians and School Community Members:
First and foremost, thank you to each member of our school community for your support of our
reopening of schools. Together, we have developed and implemented a model which maximizes inperson learning opportunities and provides high-quality instructional experiences for remote learning
days. While we would all prefer our students to be in school full-time, we are confident our hybrid model
will allow essential learning to continue until such time it is safe to do so.
As you can see in this issue, even on a hybrid model, we have so much taking place in our schools,
from academic and athletic achievements, to acts of volunteerism and kindness, to continued efforts to partner with our school
community to both inform and gather feedback for the betterment of our District. To that end, our Board of Education and District
have resumed the process of developing our comprehensive five-year plan that will encompass all facets of our organization.
With our mission and vision as guides, we will identify specific actions we will take over the next five years to accomplish defined
benchmarks, objectives, and goals. If you are interested in providing feedback and comments, please visit our website, click on
Five-Year Plan under Site Shortcuts, and use the submission form provided. You will be asked to provide contact information
in the event we need to reach out to you for clarification or discussion on your submission. In addition, we will be gathering
feedback and ideas using ThoughtExchange, the computer-based platform we introduced last year. We hope you will take this
opportunity to help shape the future of our District.
With the holiday season well upon us, it is very fitting for me to thank each of you for your continued commitment to our District
and programs. Working together, we will continue to provide the best educational opportunities for our students. I wish you a
wonderful holiday season and look forward to our continued collaboration in the new calendar year.
Sincerely,

Dr. Brian K. Bellair
Superintendent of Schools

Open Houses Go Virtual!
Due to COVID-19 restrictions and social distancing requirements, the Whitesboro Central School District moved its annual in-person open
houses online, holding a series of virtual Back to School, Parents’ Night and Curriculum Night events during the month of September.
The elementary schools kicked-off the virtual events with Deerfield’s Back to School Night on Sept. 14, Westmoreland Road’s Open House
on Sept. 15, Hart’s Hill’s Open House on Sept. 16 and Marcy’s Parents’ Night on Sept. 17. Just like a traditional Open House, parents and
guardians still had the opportunity to meet their child’s grade level and special area teachers virtually and learn about their plans and
expectations for the 2020-2021 school year.
On Sept. 21, Parkway held its Open House followed by the Middle School’s Open House on Sept. 24. For both events, each teacher put
together a 5-8 minute video to review important information that they would have shared during a typical Open House. All of the videos
were posted on the Middle School website on the respective Open House dates, and parents and guardians were able to watch them at
their convenience.
The High School wrapped up the 2020 Open House season on Sept. 28 with its own Virtual Curriculum Night. The event included
brief videos created by each teacher explaining classroom procedures, participation and behavior expectations, Google Classroom/Buzz
information, grading policies, extra help protocols, course curriculum and contact information.
The Whitesboro CSD would like to thank everyone for their patience, support and virtual participation in these events!
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FREE School Meals for the
2020-21 School Year!
The Whitesboro Central School District Food Service program
is making sure meals are reaching all children – whether they
are learning in the classroom or virtually – so they are fed and ready
to learn!
The Whitesboro CSD Food Service program will continue distributing FREE meals
to all students on every school day through the end of the 2020-2021 school year
(June 30, 2021). Meals are available for all students 18 years of age and under who are
enrolled in the District, regardless of free/reduced/paid lunch status.
Weekends, holidays and scheduled vacations within the current school calendar are not
included in the program. For any scheduled early dismissal days, breakfast will be offered inperson and lunch will be available for students to take home with them upon their dismissal.
Students will just need to fill out their pre-order form and submit as normal.
The free school meals are being made available to all students through the extension of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and Seamless Summer Option (SSO).
“This is a great way for students to continue to receive their daily nutrition which helps them to focus and concentrate
throughout the day,” said Director of Food Service Angela Aguiar. “Additionally, this opportunity helps give some peace of
mind to families who have been directly impacted by the pandemic as they continue to juggle their hectic work and home
schedules. Parents and guardians can use this opportunity to save some money on breakfast and lunch meals on weekdays since
they are being provided by the District for FREE!"
Parents/guardians should still fill out a Free/Reduced Price Meal Form for the 2020-2021 school year and return it to their child’s school so that
their child will continue to receive free or reduced-price meals, if eligible, once this program ends.
For additional information about the program, parents/guardians should contact the food service department at 315.266.3315.

Virtual Wellness Opportunities from Food Service Director Angela Aguiar
The Whitesboro Central School District’s wellness program is currently exploring some new ways for students to virtually engage
in wellness-related activities. Director of Food Service Angela Aguiar will be coordinating some virtual webinars with Registered
Dietitian Nutritionists (RDNs) from Hannaford Supermarket, who will be sharing 30-minute presentations on various health and
nutrition topics.
In addition, Aguiar is looking into opportunities to put on live cooking demos with
RDNs, allowing parents/guardians to participate with their children and prepare
a homemade meal together from the comfort of their own kitchens. Despite the
changes that this year has presented, health and wellness will continue to be
a priority in our District. Make sure to keep an eye on the District’s website for
updates on virtual wellness opportunities this winter!
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Johnathon Roberts Named P-TECH OHM Student Ambassador
Whitesboro CSD student Johnathon Roberts was selected as the Pathways in Technology Early College High
School (P-TECH) OHM Junior Student Ambassador for the month of September.
The Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES P-TECH program offers an integrated high school and college curriculum
focusing on science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), while also providing workplace skills
including leadership, communication and problem-solving.
The P-TECH OHM Student Ambassador recognition aims to celebrate individual achievement by creating a culture
of learning that values academic success, encourages citizenship and elevates awareness of student contributions
to the entirety of the P-TECH OHM community.
To be nominated as a P-TECH OHM Student Ambassador, students must meet any or all of the following criteria: leadership, cooperation,
outstanding grades, ingenuity, marked improvement in grades, outstanding effort, exemplary attendance, overall achievement,
consideration for others, academic curiosity, outstanding attitude/disposition and/or community involvement/service.
P-TECH teachers state that Johnathon “has been a positive role model to young students in his academy” and noted that he has been
extremely helpful with the creation of protective face shields in the P-TECH OHM Fab Lab, volunteering to work on them during homeroom
and his lunch.
As a P-TECH OHM Student Ambassador, Johnathon will be honored at end of the year recognition events, receive a certificate of recognition,
and have his name, home district and bio featured on the P-TECH website and in the monthly P-TECH newsletter “The TECH Times.”
Congratulations, Johnathon!

Virtual Superintendent’s Conference Day
This fall’s Superintendent’s Conference Day featured a presentation via Zoom titled “Teaching Toward Educational Equity” given by Dr.
Meredith Madden. Dr. Madden is currently an Assistant Professor of Education at Utica College and has served as an adjunct professor
for several local colleges and universities. She holds degrees from several institutions such as Mercy College, The George Washington
University, William Smith College and a Ph.D. in Cultural Foundations of Education from Syracuse University. She was formally a special
education teacher in the Bronx and Trumansburg, NY. She has been doing social justice education work, including anti-bias and antiracism work for nearly 15 years. Her research on social inequities, critical pedagogies and educational equity has been published in peerreviewed journals such as Equity & Excellence in Education and the University of Illinois Press.
The presentation began by addressing the question of
what educational equity is and what it means. Dr. Madden
pointed out that the terms equality and equity are often used
interchangeably, but they are very different in that equality
is defined as treating everyone the same and ensuring equal
access and equity is achieved by proportional supports to
achieve equality in outcomes. Identifying barriers to educational
equity, focusing on how to teach towards educational equity by
creating more space in classrooms for it and raising awareness
of the need for equity in all classrooms were the central
objectives of the presentation. The additional challenges of
achieving educational equity in the COVID era were identified
and discussed as well. We look forward to having Dr. Madden
working with our staff again in the future.
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National Honor Society Inducts 81 New members
On Monday, Nov. 9, 81 Whitesboro High School students were inducted into the National Honor Society during a virtual ceremony
streamed on the District’s website.
To be selected for the National Honor Society, students must maintain an overall average of 90 or higher each quarter, and they
must participate in two activities each high school year, with one of the activities being related to the high school. Students must
also demonstrate the National Honor Society ideals of service, character, scholarship and leadership, and they must continue to
demonstrate those ideals to retain their membership.
The following students were inducted into the NHS:
Cameron Almy
Makayla Arnold
Kenneth Barone
Patrick Beach
Mackenzie Blackburn
Megan Brinck
Abigail Brutskaya
Dominic Bullis
Savannah Burdick
Sofi Cartini
Francis Centro
Angelina Cirasuolo
Carolyn Colosi
Carson Cook
Jacob Coughlin
Yenmaria Covarrubias
Ryann DePerno
Madison DeStefanis
Anthony DiSpirito
Rylie Fischer
Tara Franz

Megan Free
Danielle Getz
Alexander Golovchik, Jr.
Griffin Haggas
Sarah Hasenauer
Raymond Hill, Jr.
Julie Hong
Jillian Houck
Gabriella Hughes
Jillian Humphrey
Carson Hunter
Jocelyn Kulis
Abigail Kurdziolek
Logan Lachacz
Cecilia Lapertosa
Abigail Lawter
Tyenyce Leigh
Sophia Lupia
Cameron Manley
Carolyn Manna
Riley Martin

Ryan Martin
Kayla Maycock
Olivia McArthur
Dominick Militello
Louis Misiaszek
Tara Morawiec
Paige Moyer
Allison Obernesser
Esteban Onate, Jr.
Alexandra Osilovskiy
Caleb Paciello
Sara Papale
Shivam Patel
Sophia Pavia
John Pawloski
Maximilian Pawlowski
Juliana Pepperine
Katelyn Potasiewicz
Gianna Puleo
Camryn Reilly
James Reilly

Jenna Roberts
Madison Scialdone
David Scienza
Emma Scranton
Savion Searcy
Elise Skermont
Aubree Smith
Alyssa Spina
Peyton Steates
Lilianna Walsh
Victoria Wickman
Olivia Wiehenstroer
Kaitlyn Williams
Tara Williams
Madison Wisheart
Adam Witte
Connor Zabko
Kalissa Zaikoff

congratulations to the inductees!
Red Cross Club
The Whitesboro High School Red Cross Club, advised by English
teacher Mrs. Mahay, recently held its first meeting, discussing a
number of philanthropic and community service projects.
In addition to providing training and leadership development,
Red Cross Club members have the opportunity to engage in Red
Cross mission-related activities that address our community’s
needs while delivering the life-saving services of the Red Cross.
Participation provides students with the opportunity to plan and
implement projects that will save hundreds of lives, from blood
drives to disaster preparedness education.
During their meeting, club members decided to begin collecting
donations of clothing, shoes, purses and other items to send to
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the Central New York
Veteran’s Outreach Center,
which provides resources
and assistance to veterans
residing throughout Central
New York. Additionally, club
members planned to begin
creating homemade cards
for local veterans thanking
them for their service.
In the spring, the Red Cross Club hopes to host a blood drive at
the high school if COVID-19 restrictions allow for it.

MIDDLE SCHOOL News

Middle School National Junior Honor Society Inducts 75 New Members
Whitesboro Middle School held its annual National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) Induction Ceremony virtually on Oct. 22, and 75
new members were inducted. They included:
Madeline Aiello
Nicholas Arcuri
Hailey Attilio
Alyssa Barnhart
Kaelyn Barry
Calvin Brown
Gavyn Burgdoff
Ferid Causevic
Sophia Celia
Casey Clausen
Colin Coleman
Jillian Davis
Olivia Davis
Abigail Dicks
Svetlana Dubina
Reena Esposito
Memphis Ferguson
Briana Finch
Kaidan Fischer

Erin Gaffney
Kathleen Gaffney
Anthony Getz
Samara Giorgi
Dominicka Giruzzi
Trevor Heitz
Erin Howlett
Chris Jennings
Aidan Johnson
Luke Johnson
Riley Jones
Daniel Kiszelewski
Avery Klein
Gabriella Kuliesus
Karissa LaBella
Lauren Levatino
Angelina Levkovets
McKenna Lewha
Sofia Looman

Jessica Madison
Kayleigh Marr
Olivia Maynard
Olivia Meier
Adeline Melnick
Sawyer Michel
Sarah Mullen
Dean Nassif
Reid O'Bryan
Angelina Osilovskiy
Faith Porritt
Liyah Price
Jason Roberts
Mia Roberts
Isabella Rubin
McKenna Rudwall
Annabel Skermont
Mia Slattery
Hunter Smith

Kadence Smith
Ashley Spellman
Cadence Speranza
Sophie Spina
Seth Stevens
Tyler Thorngren
Anthony Tobiasz
Lucas Tucker
Sophie Tuttle
Tiffany Warner
Lilyana Wehrle
Connor Wiggins
Matthew Wilkosz
Brennan Withers
Matthew Yardley
Cayden Young
Lucas Zarnoch
Benjamin Zyskowski

Congratulations to each of the new NJHS inductees, and thank you to all of the teachers, administrators and parents who have
supported these students and helped to prepare them for this accomplishment and celebration.

Middle School spirit week
NOVEMBER 2020
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL News

“Big Apple Crunch” Celebrates Healthy Eating
and Local Farming
Students and staff throughout the Whitesboro Central School District participated in the
District’s fifth annual “Big Apple Crunch” event on Oct. 22.
Whitesboro’s students joined millions of other people at schools, hospitals, businesses
and other institutions across the country as they “crunched” into apples to celebrate
the “Big Apple Crunch 2020.” The event, which originated in New York City in 2012,
encourages healthy eating habits, raises awareness about access and affordability of fruits
and vegetables and supports local farmers.
“Big Apple Crunch” also coincides with the observance of October as Farm to School Month, a monthlong celebration created in 2010 by The National Farm to School Network to enrich the connection
schools and students have with fresh, healthy food and local food producers.
Angela Aguiar, Director of Food Service at the Whitesboro Central School District, coordinated with
each of Whitesboro’s principals and directors to distribute apples throughout the district.
“Since I started this initiative a few years ago, the joy and excitement that it has brought to students
and staff has been awesome,” said Aguiar. “Knowing that this year has been very challenging, and at times
uncertain, I did not want to miss this opportunity to promote and bring awareness to the importance of
eating healthy and supporting our local farmers who work so hard to provide fresh and nutritious
foods for us, whether you are at school or at home enjoying a meal with your family.”
All of Whitesboro’s apples were supplied by Old McMarley’s Apple Farm in Clinton. The farm also
supplies Whitesboro’s apples throughout the school year.
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Instruction Goes Outdoors at Marcy
Elementary
Teachers and students at Marcy Elementary School took their
lessons outside and into the fresh air this fall with the help of a
new tent generously purchased by the school’s PTO.
The tent has allowed for additional social distancing and air
circulation during the COVID-19 pandemic, and also provided
students and staff with the opportunity for a change of scenery
and some additional outdoor time!
The faculty and staff of Marcy Elementary are grateful for the
continued support that their PTO provides for all students!

Fire Prevention Week at Marcy Elementary
In lieu of the traditional Fire Prevention Week celebration from Oct. 4-10, the Maynard Fire Department generously
donated goody bags for students at Marcy Elementary School.
Marcy Elementary teachers used the materials from the goody bags to provide lifesaving education to their
students about how to stay safe in case of a fire. Fire Prevention Week also served as a reminder for families to
practice fire safety at home, including: testing smoke and carbon monoxide (CO) alarms, changing the batteries
or upgrading to 10-year sealed battery alarms, having a fire extinguisher on every level of the home and planning
a fire escape route.
Thank you to the Maynard Fire Department for their continued support of the Whitesboro CSD and Marcy
Elementary students!
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN

Students in our elementary schools safely celebrated Halloween by dressing up in their favorite Halloween outfits!
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ATHLETICS

Varsity Gymnastics Donates to Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
In lieu of their normal breast cancer fundraiser meet, Whitesboro varsity gymnastics participated in a team challenge day to raise
money to support the cause.
Grade levels challenged each other to games and contests. The team raised $200 in total, which was donated to Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer.

Varsity Field Hockey

Congratulations to our varsity field hockey team on their 5-5 season!

VIDEOSTREAMING
The Whitesboro Central School District videostreams select
athletic contests and other District events, live, on its website.
Broadcasts are typically announced on the website at least one
day in advance. To watch a live videostream of an event, or to
watch one previously recorded, please visit:
www.wboro.org/videostream.

Varsity Gymnastics Seniors
From L to R: Gianna DeSantis, Isabella Scalise,
Emma Simpson and Alexis Woodard.
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The Whitesboro Central School District Board of Education
meets at 7:00 p.m., unless noted otherwise. Meetings are
held at the Administration Building at 65 Oriskany Blvd. in
Whitesboro, or at one of the school buildings in the District.
Please see meeting schedule below or visit www.wboro.
org/boemeeting for the complete meeting schedule.

On Tuesday, November 24, 2020, the Whitesboro Central School District will carry out a “Go Home Early” drill. This drill will fulfill the
requirements of Section 155.17 in the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education that requires each school district and BOCES in
New York state to conduct an Emergency Management Plan drill.
Students will be dismissed 15 minutes before their normal dismissal time (both in-person and hybrid models).

