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Chair Biographies  
Hello delegates! My name is Marisa Medici and currently I am a sophomore at Proctor High School. This 
will be my second year participating in Model UN and first time chairing. In school I participate in Model 
UN, band, and am the historian of FBLA. Outside of school I compete in dance and train daily. I am eager 
to see what each of you prepared and present in committee! Please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions or concerns and I will get back to you as soon as possible! You can reach me at: 
marisamedici@rocketmail.com. I cannot wait to see you all in December! 
 
Hello delegates! I’m Rachel Wittman, and I’m a junior at Baker High School in Baldwinsville. This will 
be my first time chairing and I’m excited to share this experience with you! I’ve been in MUN for 4 years 
now. Other than MUN, I also participate in Acceptance Coalition (GSA) and I drum and play the piano. 
You can contact me at rewittman24@gmail.com. I hope you guys enjoy this committee and UMVMUN 
2016! 
 

Committee History 
The Economic and Social Council was formed in 1945 and was designed to discuss economic and societal 
issues. ECOSOC is one of six organs of the UN and consists of 54 members. Common topics include 
human rights, social development, science and technology, and narcotics. ECOSOC resolves and 
recommends issues for the consideration of the General Assembly. The council has recently attempted to 
handle the issues that we will be discussing in this committee. 
 

Special Committee Notes 
ECOSOC at UMVMUN will be run in resolution style. One pre-written resolution for each topic is 
necessary to be eligible for an award in committee. Delegates should bring roughly forty copies of their 
resolutions to committee. Please email your chairs with your position papers by November 27. Emailing 
resolutions is welcomed, but is not required by this conference. Delegates are reminded to review the 
characteristics of the UMVMUN award system before the conference. Resources in order to do so can be 
found on the UMVMUN website. The delegates who are the most well rounded  will be eligible to 
potentially receive an award. The award system at UMV is based off of Aristotle’s modes of persuasion: 
Pathos, Ethos, and Logos. Ethos appeals to factual evidence and the credibility of those facts. Pathos 
appeals to an audience’s emotions. Logos appeals to logic and sensibility.  
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Preventing the Radicalization of Youth  
 
Introduction: 
Terrorism and radical behavior have been increasing in interest and consuming nations for decades. 
Urgent attention and resolutions need to be created and enforced before the next decade in order to 
abolish this behavior. Specifically, establishing ways we can ensure youth in all countries will no longer 
perceive radical behavior as an effective option or lifestyle. Young people are more likely to join terrorist 
and radical groups, as their opinions of the world around them are heavily influenced by others. 
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Extremism:  The holding of extreme political or religious views. 
 
Radicalism:  Political principles focusing on altering social structures through revolutionary means and 
changing value systems in fundamental ways. 
 
Radicalization:   The action or process of causing someone to adopt radical positions on political or social 
issues. 
 
Terrorism:  The use of violence and intimidation in the pursuit of political arms. 
 
General Overview:  
The terms extremism, terrorism, radicalization, and radicalism are more frequently than not associated 
with people from marginalized countries. Media coverage in Western Europe, North America, and 
Canada enhances these stereotypes. Yet, groups that are broadcasting radicalism are successfully 
persuading people within their targeted areas. Such that their chosen regions have the highest amounts of 
civilians joining terrorist organizations, and participating in terror events that have occurred in these 
nations. Media and online radicalist propaganda have undoubtedly increased this behavior. This poses an 
issue for a nation with native youth involved in violence; identifying a terrorist or radical from regions 
can be a difficult task. 
 
Attempting to understand how people think in general is a crucial part to solving the issue of 
radicalization of all ages, but especially people who are relatively young. Youth and young adults may 
find that engaging in extremism can help them find themselves and such activities may even be able to 
give these people a sense of purpose, security, or financial stability in their lives. They may feel that if 
they contribute to extremism they are helping make political and religious changes in the world around 
them, and will thus find their sense of belonging through a following of people with similar views. The 
communities within these regions cease to notice the signs of radicalization within these people, which 
causes native radicals to be the “biggest threat to national security.” 
 
Radicalization starts when an individual seeks to find the answer of what exactly is causing and 
encouraging radicalism in the first place. The lack of strict social media monitoring adds itself to the list 
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of how one adopts these views. One of the biggest threats to youth becoming radicalized is chatting with 
other people online. Simply talking to other people about these ideologies can change the individual's 
perspective. Not only are the spreading of these ideas harmful to the world, but the media constantly 
displays the negativity in Islam, not the message of peace that most Muslims believe in and find comfort 
with. Even radical Islamic states such as ISIS do good within their immediate communities, such as 
building schools in places that wouldn’t have had public education otherwise. Youth can also adopt 
radicalistic ways through family members or friends who are radicalized or who are becoming 
radicalized. Radicalization can occur within youth easily due to their vulnerability and their willingness to 
find some purpose in life. 
 
The growth of refugee camps and the amount of refugees also contribute to the way citizens and 
individuals living in problem areas can become radicalized. Radicalization can occur in children living in 
these refugee camps. It's just as easy to become radicalized in a refugee camp as it is in countries with 
homeland terrorism threats. While in refugee camps, the adults working there have the opportunity to 
engrain radical ideologies and promote terrorist acts to youth, or teach radical Islam. 
  
Major Parties Involved: 
Major parties include Western Europe, Canada, North America, Asia, Africa, and marginalized countries 
influenced by extremism. Also, refugee camps with a high population of Muslim youth. 
 
Timeline of Key Events:  

● 2011 : The Belfer Center debuts a working paper insisting that education can help defeat 
radicalization within refugee camps.  

● 2013 : Boston Marathon Bombings exhibited by native radicals.  
● 2013 : The White House officials announce a new interagency working group was formed to help 

combat online radicalization  
● 2015 : UNESCO hosts “Youth and the Internet Fighting Radicalization and Extremism.”  
● 2016 : Syrian Refugee Crisis poses itself as a threat to international security and radicalization. 
● 2016 :  U.S. Secretary Kerry announces at the Strong Cities Network International Visitors 

Leadership Program for Municipal Leaders and Countering Violence Extremism Experts the 
creation of an online hub that will emit online open data bases for communities to detect any early 
signs of radical behavior directed toward children.  

● 2016 : Orlando nightclub shooting gunman confessed to pledging loyalty to ISIS identifying 
himself as a “home-grown” extremist through online radicalization.  

● 2016 : Paris attacks demonstrated by ISIS 
● 2016 : “Internet and the Radicalization of Youth: Preventing, Acting, and Living Together.” 

 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
The Dutch assigned two community police officers in each neighborhood throughout the Netherlands to 
prevent radicalization within the area. They do this through counseling and restricting use of Internet and 
passports. The results of this have been effective due to the relations that these police have with various 
organizations that help with the prevention of radicalization, and youth joining the Islamic state. The 
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United States has created strategies toward combating terrorism and radicalization more forcefully in 
2010 and since then revised and strengthened. One of which suggests that world leaders are to challenge 
radicalist views through funding, partnerships with NGO’s, programs, and psychological training. Also, 
Canada has recently strengthened counter-terrorism guidelines after identifying that this is the leading 
cause of international threat to the country. This policy is established through principles of law and 
respect toward human rights. “The Strategy operates through four mutually reinforcing elements: Prevent, 
Detect, Deny and Respond.” It is noticeable that Western Europe, Canada, and North America have all 
created individual counter-terrorism policies.  
 
Possible Solutions:  
One possible solution for preventing radicalization would be to have interventions with radicals who have 
been exposed and influenced to the ideologies of extremism, but haven't participated in any such 
activities. By first off finding a way to identify these people while staying sovereign. Another possible 
solution would be to simply raise awareness of radicalism and its effects among people, especially those 
at young ages or to find a way that online recruitment can be terminated. 
 
Appendix:  

1. Combating radicalization of youth by ISIS  
2. What can be done to prevent youth radicalization?  
3. Syria's Refugee Children Prime Target for Radicalization  
4. How the Dutch are working to stop radicalization of Muslim youth  
5. Preventing Terrorism: Strategies and Policies to Prevent and Combat Transnational Threats  
6. Building Resilience Against Terrorism: Canada's Counter-terrorism Strategy  
7. Youth and the Internet: Fighting Radicalization and Extremism  
8. Fighting Radicalization and Violent Extremism Through Strong Cities Networks  
9. Working to Counter Online Radicalization to Violence in the United States  
10. Countering Radicalization in Refugee Camps: How Education Can Help Defeat AQAP  

 
Bibliography: 
Bott, Catherine. “Recruitment and Radicalization of School-Aged Youth by International Terrorist 
Groups,” Homeland Security.  23 April 2009. 
http://homelandsecurity.org/docs/reports/Radicalization_School-Aged_Youth.pdf 
 
Martin-Rayo, Francisco. “Countering Radicalization in Refugee Camps Can Help Defeat AQAP,” Belfer 
Center.  June 2011. 
http://belfercenter.hks.harvard.edu/files/Countering_radicalization-Martin-Rayo.pdf 
 
UNESCO. “Youth and the Internet: Fighting Radicalization and Extremism,” United Nations 
 Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.  17 June 2015, http://en.unesco.org/node/243709 
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Sustainable Development of Science and Engineering 
 
Introduction: 
In past years Africa has presented itself to be an ongoing concern in fields of education, stability, and 
security. Yet, these major issues that prevent the production prosperous regions have still not be resolved 
as quickly or efficiently as needed. Another threat is the lack of forceful implementation of these solutions 
for each country that these issues affect. How can this issue be resolved promptly while also targeting 
economic, societal, and educational concerns?  
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Gross Domestic Product (GDP):  a broad measurement of a nation’s overall economic activity.  
 
African Union (AU):   an organization of African states; it aims to encourage economic development and 
political stability through increased cooperation between its members AU. 
 
General Overview:  
In recent years, the gap between knowledge and education in Africa and the rest of the world has 
increased significantly. Africa has 1 scientist or engineer for every 10,000 people in comparison to 20-50 
scientists or engineers for every 10,000 people in industrial regions. Africans make up 13.4% of the 
world’s population, but only 1.1% of the world’s scientists and engineers. There’s a lot of speculation as 
to why Africa seems to be lacking in the science and engineering department. Some of these causes 
include lack of literacy, lack of women in science, and lack of secondary education options. This 
imbalance of knowledge between African nations and the rest of the world impacts many factors in world 
relations, such as the economy, sanitation, and individual communities.  
 
In 2007, the African Union met in Ethiopia to discuss how to increase science and engineering 
development. The AU leaders “strongly urged” African countries to set aside at least 1% of their GDP to 
research and scientific development by the year 2020. It was also decided that Africa needed to revitalize 
their universities to encourage young people to explore the world of science and engineering. This point is 
especially important because 89% of the world’s youth live in Africa. Another result of this meeting was 
a 20-year plan in order to allow countries of the AU to cooperate on research in biotechnology.  
 
For Africa to be able to expand its science and engineering, however, we must look at one of the core 
issues of African education: the expense of secondary education. Many children in Africa don’t even 
finish primary school, let alone secondary. While public education is free, the families of African students 
must pay for things such as lunches and uniforms. In addition, the quality of education in public schools is 
so low that most families who are able to indulge in secondary school must pay for additional tutoring so 
their children may succeed. That’s a problem on its own; secondary education in Africa is considered a 
luxury.  
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Major Parties Involved: 
The African Union, which includes 54 African countries that are also members of the UN. 
 
Timeline of Key Events: 

● 1980 : The Lagos Plan of Action called for 1% of the GDP to be dedicated to R&D. 
● 2000 : Egypt spent $400mn on R&D, becoming the North African leader in chemistry and 

engineering. 
● 2003 : The World Summit on Sustainable Development was held in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

South Africa also spent nearly 0.7% of its GDP on R&D this year. 
● 2005 : Africa’s Science and Technology Consolidated Plan of Action (STCPA) was established. 
● 2006 : Nigeria approved a $5bn endowment for R&D, drawing the funds from oil revenues.  
● 2007 : The AU met to try to come up with how to increase science and engineering development 

throughout the continent, which eventually led to elaborating Africa’s STCPA. The elaboration 
included the same call for 1% of the GDP to be reserved for R&D as in 1980. 

● 2020 : When 1% of the GDP is supposed to be dedicated to research and development: 40 years 
after the Lagos Plan of Action was established. 

 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
In 2007, the African Union strongly suggested that each country puts aside 1% of their yearly gross for 
scientific advancement up until the year 2020. Also, in 2005 the Science and Technology Consolidated 
Plan of Action (STCPA) was established to enhance education in both fields. 
 
Possible Solutions: 
Giving African women and girls the same educational opportunity would greatly enhance the popularity 
of fields associated with science and engineering. Such that more people ,men and women, would be 
involved in secondary school education and careers in remote and urban areas. Also, ending the stigma 
behind women and girls would greatly influence development. Another solution would be to lower the 
cost of secondary school for a set period of time (to the country's discretion) to enhance attendance and 
action after students graduate. Perhaps this would also help the economy years later due to the increase in 
jobs and work.  
 
Appendix: 

1. Gross Domestic Product - GDP  
2. African Union  
3. Member States of the AU  
4. Sustainable Development Solutions Network  
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Bibliography:  
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The European Financial Crisis 
 
Introduction: 
The European Financial Crisis originally began as the Greece Debt Crisis. Te Greece Debt Crisis began in 
2009 when the nation’s debt exceeded 113% of its GDP. However, because of the incredibly delicate 
system that is the European Union, and the fact that the economies of every country in the Euro Area 
(members of the EU that use the Euro) are intricately connected, the entire Euro Area is now facing huge 
financial issues that could potentially affect the rest of Europe, and eventually the global economy as a 
whole. The world economy is significantly intertwined, and this issue is specifically urgent as if it is not 
resolved, the world could fall into an economic depression that it may not be able to survive. This not 
only includes Europe, but also Asia, Africa, and the Americas.  
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Austerity Measures:  The official actions taken by the government, during a period of adverse economic 
conditions, to reduce its budget deficit using a combination of spending cuts and/or tax rises. 
 
Deficit Spending:   Government spending, in excess of revenue, of funds raised by borrowing rather than 
from taxation. 
 
European Union:  An economical and political association of European countries as a unit with internal 
free trade and common external tariffs. 
 
Fiscal Policies:  The way a government manages its economy, typically through taxation, spending, and 
borrowing. 
 
Maastricht Treaty:  The treaty ratified by all European Union member states in 1993 and implemented by 
means of extensive amendment to the Treaty of Rome, including the change from the name European 
Economic Community to European Union. 
 
General Overview:  
The European Financial Crisis began to brew as soon as the Euro was established in 1999. The Euro was 
established so that trade between countries in Europe would be easier. With a new, unified currency, all of 
the countries who adopted that currency wouldn’t have to pay a fee to convert between as many different 
currencies. In addition to the establishment of the Euro, trade barriers, such as tariffs, were broken down 
as well. The establishment of the Euro also came with the establishment of the European Central Bank 
(ECB). The ECB allowed for countries to be able to borrow money for cheaper than previously 
imaginable. 
 
Because of the lowered rates for borrowing money, smaller nations in the Euro Area began borrowing 
immense amounts of money, which in turn developed into deficit spending. The deficit spending 
provoked the accumulation of debt. These smaller nations began gathering so much debt that their credit 
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was terribly damaged. They couldn’t borrow any more money to repay their old debts. Initially, larger 
countries with extremely good credit bailed these countries out, asking the small countries only to 
promise that they wouldn’t allow this to happen again. However, this continued to occur, and the small 
countries still borrowed too much money, which became increasingly difficult to repay. The larger 
nations of Europe soon followed, with the exception of Germany, which had strict austerity measures 
implemented within itself. 
 
As a result, there are currently 16 countries who are in violation of the Maastricht Treaty. It states that a 
country’s debt must not exceed 60% of its gross domestic product (GDP). While 16 countries violate this 
condition of the Maastricht Treaty, the highest three debts, as percentages of GDP, belong to Greece, 
Italy, and Portugal, respectively. Greece comes in at 177.1%, Italy at 132.1%, and Portugal at 130.2% (as 
of 2014). 

 
Major Parties Involved: 
The European Union: Austria*, Belgium*, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of Cyprus*, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia*, Finland*, France*, Germany*, Greece*, Hungary, Ireland*, Italy*, Latvia*, 
Lithuania*, Luxembourg*, Malta*, Netherlands*, Poland, Portugal*, Romania, Slovakia*, Slovenia*, 
Spain*, Sweden and the UK. 
 
*uses the Euro; part of the Eurozone (also referred to as the Euro Area) 
 
Timeline of Key Events:  

● 1999 : Creation of Euro 
● 2001 : Greece joined the Euro 
● 2007-2008:  Slovenia, Malta, and Cyprus join the Euro. 
● 2008 : December: EU leaders agree on a 200bn-euro stimulus plan to help increase European 

financial growth. 
● 2009 : Slovakia joins the Euro. The EU commands several countries, including Greece, to reduce 

their budget deficits. Several months later, concerns about several EU member states’ increasing 
debts start to arise. Greece’s debt exceeds 113% of its GDP. 

● 2010 : Greece’s budget deficit increases to 12.7%, over four times of that permitted by the 
Maastricht Treaty. Greece reveals their new austerity measures in order to decrease their deficit. 
These austerity plans, which have been increased by the EU, spark riots amongst Greek citizens. 
Greek deficit actually has increased to 13.6%, not the 12.7% previously mentioned. Eurozone 
members agree on a 110bn-Euro bailout package for Greece. Ireland falls into debt, resulting in 
an 85bn-Euro bailout package.  

● 2011 : Eurozone leaders create the European Stability Mechanism, a permanent bailout fund worth 
500bn Euros. Portugal is bailed out with 78bn. Italy passes a 50bn-Euro austerity budget. Greece 
receives 8bn more for bailout. 

● 2012 : A fiscal pact is signed by 25 out of 27 of the EU member states, not including the UK and 
Czech Republic. Greece passes demands made by international leaders, but must still cut 325m 
from its budget. Greece also passes the most unpopular round of austerity measures yet. Eurozone 
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unemployment has hit an all time high. However, Eurozone retail rates increased by 0.3% in 
January. Eurozone rescue fund is doubled to 1tn euros.  

 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
Previously, Germany has attempted to resolve the issue itself. Many of the smaller countries that are part 
of the Euro Area are the ones who indulge the most money in their citizens. These countries give their 
working citizens highly good benefits at low retirement ages. Germany, on the other hand, spends its 
money more wisely, and therefore doesn’t give much money and has a higher retirement age. When the 
small Euro Area countries had accumulated a lot of debt, Germany only agreed to help them out if they 
took up Germany’s austerity measures and cut the money given in benefits to their workers. While this 
helped slow down the debt crisis, it did not resolve it, nor did it make the citizens of the smaller countries 
very pleased. 
 
Possible Solutions: 
One possible solution that some believe would work would be to suggest a unified fiscal policy for the 
European Union. The EU could potentially benefit from a governing body that could prevent smaller 
countries like Greece from using all of their money. 
 
Appendix: 

1. Financial policy  
2. The European Debt Crisis Visualized  
3. The eurozone crisis is back on the boil  
4. Timeline: The unfolding eurozone crisis  

 
Bibliography: 
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February 2015. http://www.cfr.org/eu/eurozone-crisis/p22055 
 
Kirk, Ashley. “European Debt Crisis: It’s not just Greece that’s Drowning in Debt,” The Telegraph.  29 
June 2015. 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/greece/11705720/European-debt-crisis-Its-not-just-G
reece-thats-drowning-in-debt.html 
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