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Chair Biographies  
My name is Erik Smith, and I am a junior at Clinton High School. This is my third year in Model United 
Nations but my first year chairing, and I am incredibly excited to share the experience with you. I also run 
with my Cross Country and Track teams and play percussion with my school band as well as outside of 
school. I am agender and use they/them pronouns, as is already expected for other delegates in committee. 
You can contact me with any questions or concerns about the committee at erikmals74656@gmail.com. I 
look forward to seeing you in committee! 

 
My name is Braedon Nanna, and I am a junior at Thomas R. Proctor High School. This will be my third 
year in Model United Nations, and although I have experience at nine previous conferences as a delegate 
this will be my first time chairing a committee. Outside of Model United Nations, I work as a Grade 8 
U.S. Soccer Referee. I am looking forward to UMVMUN 2016 as I hope all of you are as well. Should 
you have any questions about committee you can email me at brnanna23@aol.com. 
 

Committee History 
 
The Sixth Committee of the General Assembly, better known as the Legal Committee, was created as one 
of the original committees of the General Assembly with the adoption of the Charter of the United 
Nations. As a General Assembly committee, membership in the Sixth Committee is open to all member 
states and was formed to help advance peace and international understanding. This committee’s specific 
mandate involves furthering the understanding and development of international law, and therefore 
several treaties have been analyzed and negotiated here, including agreements on diplomatic relations, 
hostages, human cloning, terrorism, the International Criminal Court, and more. At this conference, we 
will only be passing non-binding General Assembly resolutions rather than true treaties, but the creative 
interpretations of and recommendations based on existing international law that delegates can express in 
committee may allow even more progress in international law than the crafting of an actual treaty could 
have allowed. 
 

Special Committee Notes 
The Legal Committee will be run in resolution style. Pre-written resolutions for all three topics are 
required to be eligible for an award in this committee. Delegates should bring forty copies of each 
resolution. We encourage delegates to familiarize themselves with the characteristics of the UMVMUN 
award system in advance of the conference, as it is unlike the systems at most other conferences. Details 
of the awards system can be found on our website. While it rewards special methods of rhetoric, 
remember that the delegates who are the most well rounded  will win the awards. Due to the focus of this 
committee on international law delegates are encouraged to familiarize themselves with or bring copies of 
relevant international treaties and agreement, since they may be extremely helpful inside of the 
committee. 
 
 

 
1 

mailto:erikmals74656@gmail.com
mailto:brnanna23@aol.com


 

Legal Definition and Role for Indigenous Peoples 
 

Introduction: 
There are an estimated 370 million Indigenous Peoples in the World according to the United Nations. 
Indigenous Peoples have strong ties to their heritage and their traditional lands, often living as their 
ancestors before. However, their way of life in many instances is under assault by the modern world. 
Climate change, deforestation, and hydroelectric dams are dramatically changing the environments in 
which they live. As lakes dry up, rivers are redirected, and forests with their vast ecosystems recede, 
Indigenous Peoples lose their traditional means of survival and way of life. Furthermore, the traditional 
lands of Indigenous Peoples are exploited by companies and governments for their vast natural resources. 
Indigenous Peoples should have a certain level of autonomy over these lands and resources, but when 
they try to exercise their “inherent rights”, these individual put their lives at risk. This is partly due to the 
indecisiveness and confusion surrounding the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and 
solving some of these issues will be part of the focus of this committee.  
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Indigenous Peoples:  The current broad, non-binding United Nations criteria read as follows: 

•  Self-identification as indigenous peoples at the individual level and accepted by the 
community as their member.  
•  Historical continuity with pre-colonial  and/or pre-settler societies  
•  Strong link to territories and surrounding natural resources  
•  Distinct social, economic or political systems  
•  Distinct language, culture and beliefs  
•  Form non-dominant groups of society  
•  Resolve to maintain and reproduce their ancestral environments and systems as 
distinctive peoples and communities”  1

 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (DRIP):  A Declaration passed by resolution of the 
General Assembly, guaranteeing certain rights to indigenous peoples in excess of those guaranteed by the 
United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, such as virtual political autonomy, political consultation on 
all matters concerning themselves or their ancestral lands, and preservation of culture all without 
threatening the national sovereignty of the host state. 
 
Sovereignty:  The right of a state, recognized under international law, to independently govern itself and 
its people, including the right to territorial integrity, a military, and self-defense. 
 

1 "United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples." United Nations. Accessed October 5, 
2016. http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf. 
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Self-Determination:  The right of a group of people, recognized under international law, to determine their 
own political destiny. 
 
General Overview: 
On September 13, 2007, by a vote of 143 for, 4 against, and 11 abstentions the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as annex to Resolution 61/295. 
The declaration grants Indigenous Peoples rights in excess of those guaranteed in the United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights. While the sitting United Nations General Assembly President praised the 
declaration, other delegates were skeptical, stating that the declaration was open to countless debate and 
interpretations. This was due to the confusing nature of some of its articles and the broad, inconcise 
criteria of Indigenous Peoples created by the United Nations in the place of a formal definition. This has 
allowed nations to argue that no populations under their jurisdiction qualify as Indigenous Peoples 
according to the declaration. Furthermore, while the declaration may seem to be a widely accepted 
resolution, many nations hold major qualms with the declaration but have been able to support it through 
the pretense that it is a non-legally binding document. So if any true progress is to be made towards the 
possible creation of a legally binding treaty, then compromises must be made to create a comprehensive 
understanding of the rights to be afforded to Indigenous Peoples and a thorough legal definition of 
Indigenous Peoples. One that can be agreed upon by even those nations that would have opposed such a 
binding declaration in the past. 
 
As the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is a non-binding resolution, the rights afforded by 
it to Indigenous Peoples cannot be enforced. So while according to the declaration, Indigenous Peoples 
should have a say in all matters concerning themselves or their ancestral lands, the reality could not be 
more on the contrary. As many nations are searching for alternative methods of energy, hydroelectric 
dams are being planned on or around the traditional lands of Indigenous Populations, dams that if 
constructed would drastically alter the environment in which they live. Many of these groups depend 
heavily on their environments, meaning that if dams redirected the flow of nearby rivers the lives of these 
groups would be altered in momentous fashion. However, these Indigenous Peoples have no power to 
stop the construction of these dams nor to stop the exploitation of resources or rampant deforestation of 
their lands. And for those individuals who attempt to protest such decisions face backlash, as over the past 
year leaders of Indigenous protests have been assassinated. These Indigenous Peoples put their lives at 
risk in an attempt to save their lives as they know them for these people have but two options: risk their 
lives to save their livelihood or surrender their culture without a fight. 
  
Major Parties Involved: 
Indigenous Peoples:  The topic party is the one with the most to lose as well as the most to gain whatever 
the outcome of the resolutions of the United Nations. Should the rights mentioned in the Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples be afforded to them, then Indigenous Peoples will have almost complete 
control over their ancestral lands and the resources found on them. However, no change from the current 
state will mean that the unchecked oppression against Indigenous Peoples will likely continue for the 
foreseeable future. 
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Timeline of Key Events:  

● 1982  Working Group on Indigenous Populations established by United Nations Economic and 
Social Committee 

● 1985  Working Group on Indigenous Populations begins drafting the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples 

● 1993  Finished Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples draft submitted to the 
Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities 

● 2006  Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples adopted by the Human Rights Council by a 
vote of 30 for, 2 against, and 12 abstentions 

● 2007  Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly by a vote of 143 for, 4 against, 11 abstentions 

● 2009  Australia and New Zealand announce support for Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples 

● 2010  United States announces support for Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  
● 2016  Canada announces support for Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007) is the last major international attempt to 
solve the problems regarding the rights which should be afforded to Indigenous Peoples. However, as 
noted before the declaration lacks clarity, leaving it open to endless interpretations and debate. 
Furthermore, the declaration seems to confuse or contradict itself, guaranteeing the right of 
self-determination to Indigenous Peoples while ensuring the national sovereignty of the host nation. The 
only other major international attempt at a resolution was the 1989 Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 
Convention but in place at a conference of the International Labour Organization. However, this 
convention has its own weaknesses mainly in the fact that it was only ratified by 22 nations, none of 
which are permanent Security Council members. Both of these resolutions share in the main issue being 
the lack of a concise definition of the term Indigenous Peoples.  
 
Possible Solutions: 
While there is a wide range of possible solutions it is of paramount importance that a concise definition is 
created for the term Indigenous Peoples. From there many options present themselves. For example, all 
Indigenous Peoples may be afforded rights such as self-determination, political consultation with the host 
state, and/or cultural preservation or separate groups of Indigenous Peoples may be afforded different 
rights on a case by case basis depending on circumstances surrounding that group in terms of oppression 
or cultural ties to land. Finally, delegates should remember that as this is Legal Committee, our main aim 
should focus on legal actions before humanitarian efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4 



 

Appendix:  
1. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
2. UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
3. UN Press Release on the adoption of the DRIP 
4. Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention 
5. Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change 
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2016. http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf. 
 
United Nations. "GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADOPTS DECLARATION ON RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES; 'MAJOR STEP FORWARD' TOWARDS HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL, SAYS PRESIDENT 
| Meetings Coverage and Press Releases." UN News Center. September 13, 2007. Accessed August 28, 
2016. https://www.un.org/press/en/2007/ga10612.doc.htm. 
 
Vainstein, Martin. "4 Stories of Indigenous Peoples' Struggle for Climate Justice." Greenpeace 
International. August 9, 2016. Accessed August 28, 2016. 
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/news/Blogs/makingwaves/4-stories-of-indigenous-peoples-str
uggle/blog/57235/. 
 
"Who Are Indigenous Peoples? - United Nations." United Nations. Accessed October 5, 2016. 
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/5session_factsheet1.pdf. 
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The Status of Private Military Contractors 
 

Introduction: 
Private Military Contracting, an industry that has grown tremendously since the demilitarization 
following the Cold War, is a practice in which companies outside of a state’s military are hired by states 
to provide military-like services. This has led to a type of “pseudo-mercenarism” which is barely 
regulated under international law. While there is international legislation against mercenarism, it is weak 
for several reasons and often does not include many Private Military Contractors, so regulation of these 
parties, who provide a potential danger to many in the global community, is almost nonexistent. While 
they are helpful to many humanitarian organizations, provide benefits to states, and are even employed by 
the United Nations in some specific cases, the presence of these armed parties within states that are not 
providing monitoring or regulation poses a threat to sovereignty, peace, and civilians’ well-beings. 
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Private Military Contractor (PMC):  A company who provides military-like services to a client state, but 
is an independent entity from, and therefore not entirely regulated or controlled by, the state’s military. 
(Note that while this is a general description, there is no official definition for PMCs under international 
law) 
 
Sovereignty:  The right of a state, recognized under international law, to independently govern itself and 
its people, including the right to territorial integrity, a military, and self-defense. 
 
General Overview:  
PMCs pose a threat to the sovereignty of states, civilians in war zones, and international law and justice as 
a whole because of their high capacity for the use of physical force without accountability to a 
government and solely monetary motivation. They are able to carry out military-like operations and work 
side-by-side with national militaries, and yet are not required to follow the same rules as these. 
Oftentimes PMCs will provide only advice and strategic assistance or logistical support. However, even 
in these cases they are held to far less regulation than states because they are not officially part of the 
military or a state,  allowing for unnecessary danger to arise for both civilians and personnel due to rash, 
careless actions. Accountability is even further complicated when they are hired by an international 
organization; Both NATO and the UN have made use of PMCs. 

 
PMCs largely fall outside the legal definition of a mercenary according to the Geneva Convention, 
making them hard to regulate under current standards, and other international legislation on them is sparse 
and extremely weak. Modern laws regarding armies were almost entirely made with national armies in 
mind, making them largely ineffective against PMCs. The Geneva Convention is again called into 
question, therefore, in its laws regarding prisoners of war, the applicability of which to PMC personnel is 
uncertain. Therefore, guidelines for conduct and regulation are necessary to protect the employees of 
these organizations in addition to all others in war zones and heavily militarized areas. 
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Still, there are arguments for the use and freedom of PMCs from states and non-state organizations alike. 
The United Nations has recently hired them to replace or assist peacekeeping forces in extremely 
dangerous areas, and many humanitarian organizations hire them for defense as their missions 
increasingly become targets for rebels and criminals. The lack of regulation is sometimes seen as a benefit 
in these cases, since the heavy restrictions on peacekeeping forces may limit their capacity for defense in 
some instances. Many states who hire PMCs and most within the industry itself defend their value 
because of their high level of skill and often comparatively low cost, which in some cases has allowed 
struggling governments to fight off rebels they could not deal with with their own militaries. Still, the 
immense lack of regulation or accountability under current international law makes PMCs incredibly 
dangerous to the stability of nations and the international community. 
 
Major Parties Involved: 
United Nations Working Group on the Use of Mercenaries: Established by the UN Commission on 
Human Rights to monitor mercenaries and mercenary-like activities, strengthening international law 
regarding them, and study the causes and effects of these organizations. 
 
United Nations Peacekeepers: Often protected by PMCs when deemed necessary to the carrying out of 
their mandate, which often in turn involves protecting humanitarian workers. Limited in their legal 
abilities to use force, PMCs are often hired to get around these restrictions when it is deemed necessary. 
 
Timeline of Key Events:  

● March 1995  South African PMC Executive Outcomes is hired by the government of Sierra Leone 
to drive out rebels who had taken control of some territory and mines; as payment, the 
government gives concession to operate a diamond mine to Branch Energy, a company owned by 
the same corporation as Executive Outcomes 

● January 1999  South Africa bans “mercenary activity” by its nationals, including Executive 
Outcomes; however, many Executive Outcomes employees remain involved in conflicts 
throughout Africa 

● January 2001  The International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training 
of Mercenaries enters force, but without the ratification of almost every large nation prone to 
hiring PMCs 

● 2003  Employees of American PMC Blackwater, USA take part in extreme torture and abuse at 
the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq 

● October 2008  The Montreux Document, a non-binding attempt at a comprehensive international 
response to PMCs, is passed 

● February 2012  PMC Saracen International trains a private army in Somalia despite a UN arms 
embargo of the area 

 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
Regulation of non-national armies was first attempted in the Geneva Convention with its Convention on 
the Use of Mercenaries, and later with the 1989 International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, 
Financing and Training of Mercenaries (entered into force 2001, see Appendix), but both suffered from 
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having inadequate definitions of mercenaries that are largely inapplicable to the conduct of private armies 
today. The latter also has not been ratified by almost every state which typically hires PMCs. 

 
The United Nations has made several attempts to create international legislation and agreements regarding 
PMCs since, but very little has been passed by the General Assembly and no official legislation has been 
produced despite alarms and warnings raised by several UN Groups, such as the Working Group on the 
Use of Mercenaries. This group has pointed out and observed several crimes and violations committed by 
PMCs and their employees, clearly indicating a need for further action on the issue. The Montreux 
Document of 2008 attempted to provide a further basis for international consensus and action on PMCs 
and attempted to address the lack of accountability of PMCs in armed areas. Many other areas of the issue 
were largely unaddressed by the document, though, and it is non-binding. 

 
Many nations have made attempts at regulating PMCs themselves, but several have been found to put 
national interests over regulation. Furthermore, a massive lack of unity in action and definition between 
countries has made most of these attempts largely irrelevant to the industry as a whole. Still, some cases 
of contractors facing charges, such as the company KBR in the case of the rape and imprisonment of one 
of its employees or Blackwater, USA’s falsifying of federal paperwork to send arms to Jordan, show that 
these companies can be brought to justice for crimes in some instances. 
 
 
Possible Solutions: 
 
A lack of a clear and effective definition for PMCs along with uncertainty as to their difference from 
mercenaries seems to be one of the biggest problems in regards to regulating them. Clearing these issues 
up may be important for moving forward with the issue. 
 
Many within the industry have proposed self-regulation of PMCs by organizations within the sector, such 
as the British Association of Private Security Companies or the International Stability Operations 
Association. While this certainly is not a fully reliable method of regulation, the use of and aid from these 
groups could help make regulation more effective and easier to establish. 
 
Appendix:  

1. International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries 
2. Working Group on the Use of Mercenaries 
3. Regulation and Oversight of PMCs - Global Policy Forum 
4. Geneva Convention 
5. Directory of PMCs 
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The Impact of Rising Sea Levels on International Law 
 

Introduction: 
As Earth’s climate gets warmer, as has been observed to be occurring at a rapidly rising rate, so do its 
waters. This results in the expansion of water molecules and melting of giant ice sheets which, when 
applied on a scale as large as Earth’s immense oceans, results in a dramatic increase in water volume. 
Scientific projections expect this to occur at an incredible level over the next century, pushing back 
coastlines - an important element of modern international law - by an unprecedented amount. This poses 
not only a direct threat to the basic structures of the Laws of the Sea but also to the integrity of states and 
their ability to ensure citizens’ rights as homes and economies are threatened on a massive scale. This is 
one of the most far-reaching issues, in terms of number and variety of states concerned, that the current 
international legal community must address together, and so debate on it should involve a wide variety of 
ideas and lead to incredible creativity in solving these problems cooperatively. 
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Sea level rise:  The gradual recession of shorelines as a result of melting ice sheets and expanding water in 
the oceans 
 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS):  Current basis for International Law 
regarding oceans and territorial waters, heavily relies on coastlines for measurements of territorial zones 
 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs):  People residing within a state where they are a national, but have 
been forced to flee their homes and have no permanent residents. They often are treated and referred to as 
refugees, but do not fall under international jurisdiction as refugees 
 
Baseline:  Measurement of the furthest extent of a state’s territory for the determination of territorial 
waters, exclusive economic zones (EEZs), and other rights given to states under the Law of the Sea; 
typically measured from the low-water line of a coast 
 
General Overview:  
Sea levels worldwide have risen several inches over the past century, and the rate of rise has increased at 
the same time. Current scientific projections estimate that by 2100, there will be a worldwide sea level 
rise average of up to 2 meters. These projections vary somewhat, but because the rise will be uneven in 
different areas of the world, some countries are fully expected to have baselines recede by large amounts 
and have millions of people living by coastlines displaced. These countries include both developed, and 
developing states, large and small states, crowded and spread out states, and especially almost all SIDS. 
The problems faced by each nation will be unique, and so recommendations and guidelines for dealing 
with the issue need to be broad and well-defined. This makes it a very sensitive and relevant topic in 
international law that will require much discussion and cooperation to address. 
 

 
10 



 

Current International Law of the Sea, as well as many maritime agreements between states, hinge on 
baselines measured from modern low-water points on coasts. With many of these coastlines, especially in 
island states, being submerged within the next century, these baselines may change drastically under 
current international law. This could even impact conceptions of statehood and cause large disputes as 
some nations lose massive amounts of territory, including entire islands, and territorial waters. As islands 
are submerged, claims to the important territorial waters that they allow a claim to may disappear entirely, 
especially in the case of archipelago nations. While there has been much recent discourse on the legality 
of claiming territorial waters by building artificial islands, similar dilemmas are presented when islands 
are sunk by the results of what are largely human activities, and whether or not states will retain a claim to 
these waters is a difficult question to answer. Previous maritime agreements and compromises between 
states may also become invalidated as baselines change, leading to renewed conflicts over territorial 
waters and certain maritime rights such as fishing and economic zones. Interpreting international law as 
pertaining to these disputes and problems before they arise will be vital to maintain its stability and 
vitality. 
 
In addition to territorial losses, millions of people living near coastlines are expected to be displaced by 
this problem. Not only are many islands and homes expected to be submerged completely, but 
contamination of drinking water and crops and damaging of fishing- and tourism-based economies are 
expected to force people to leave their homes and become either refugees or, more likely, IDPs. It will be 
difficult to legally ascertain and ensure these people’s rights, since their legal property will become 
uninhabitable or even be reclassified as territorial waters under current rulings. In some cases even 
citizenship will be threatened as homes and birthplaces become no longer recognized as territorial land. In 
some SIDS and more crowded coastal countries, entire villages or islands of people may have to be 
relocated, as has already occurred in some of the Solomon Islands on a smaller scale. As nations face 
more IDPs but less habitable territory, they will have to deal with a variety of dilemmas, and ensuring 
both the rights of citizens and sovereign states in these situations will be a difficult but important 
consideration. 

 
Major Parties Involved: 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS): These 52 low-lying island states, despite contributing less than 
1% of the world’s greenhouse gases, are estimated to suffer four times the global average in sea level rise. 
These cause economic crises that these developing nations are unable to address on their own, especially 
when some of their main industries (fishing and tourism) are directly damaged by sea level rise and other 
climate change-related factors. Without assistance from larger, more developed nations, the 62 million 
people living in SIDS could easily become some of the most imperiled victims of sea level rise despite 
hardly contributing to it at all. 
 
China, United States, the states of the European Union, and India: These developed nations contribute an 
estimated 60% of global greenhouse gas emissions, and therefore have directly contributed to much of the 
sea level rise that is being felt throughout the world. With their long coastlines and high populations, these 
nations will also be heavily affected by sea level rise. The crises resulting from this could pose serious 
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threats to their power, and Much of the power to fight climate change rests in their hands, so they must be 
heavily involved in international discussions of the issue. 
 
International Law Association (ILA) Sea Level Rise and International Law Committee: While not created 
nor endorsed by the United Nations, the publications of this NGO are made by experts in international 
law and it is currently the only international body discussing this aspect of climate change,  and therefore 
may be extremely relevant to new discussions of the issue. 
 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC): The current international leader in reporting on 
climate change issues, established by the United Nations Environment Programme and World 
Meteorological Association. As a UN-guided organization, it is regarded by governments as the primary 
international authority for reports on the scientific, political, and economic impacts of climate change. 
The IPCC does not carry out its own research, but creates scientific reports based on reviewing the 
findings of experts. 
 
Timeline of Key Events:  

● 1972  The United Nations holds its first environment conference. Climate change is barely 
mentioned. United Nations Environment Programme is established. 

● 1988  The IPCC is established. 
● 2012  Ice levels in the Arctic Sea reach a summer minimum extent of 3.41 sq. km, the lowest since 

measurement began in 1979. 
● 2012  The ILA Committee on Baselines concludes that “The normal baseline is ambulatory… 

Under extreme circumstances… change could result in total territorial loss and the consequent 
total loss of baselines and of the maritime zones measured from those baselines. The existing law 
of the normal baseline does not offer an adequate solution to this potentially serious problem.” 

● 2013  The IPCC’s fifth assessment report concluded that according to scientists, there is a 95% 
chance that humans are the dominant cause of global warming since the 1950s. 

● May 2016  Five uninhabited islands in the Solomon Islands are submerged, as well as  large 
portions of six other inhabited islands, as a result of climate change. Two villages have to be 
totally relocated. 

 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
To date, there has been no official intergovernmental discussion of this issue. While there are some more 
general resources available, such as the Green Climate Fund, a UN fund established to help countries deal 
with climate change, the threats that this problem presents to international law have not been focused on. 
The ILA Sea Level Rise Committee has been established to discuss and propose solutions for this issue, 
but they cannot take any other actions and do not work directly with governments. Still, their observations 
and recommendations may be useful to nations in forging agreements and interpreting international law. 
 
 
Possible Solutions: 
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Like many modern global issues, the threat of sea level rise cannot be totally stopped until the 
propagation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere and the consequently rising global temperatures are 
stopped. Much of this damage has already been done, however, and sea levels will now inevitably rise by 
drastic amounts by the end of the current century. Because of the focus of this committee, we will not be 
addressing ways to combat climate change, but how to live with it as a global community with a 
foundation in international law. This may necessitate a new perspective and even reconsideration of some 
modern principles, such as currently accepted definitions for legal baselines. Official international 
cooperation and discourse will also be important for addressing this problem on a large scale, and some 
sort of intergovernmental organization or conference for amending international law may be important for 
strengthening this. 
 
One possibility suggested by legal experts is the freezing of legal baselines at their current levels, but this 
would present its own array of extremely difficult legal problems. Any new territorial disputes, shifts in 
political boundaries or agreement between state to share or shift territorial waters would be have to be 
scrutinized individually and compared along several axes to determine legal claims. Countless new 
questions would also arise on legal interpretation of these baselines. While the idea may hold some 
potential and be useful in a more comprehensive solution, it may be impossible to make status such a vital 
element of a body of law which must always be able to apply to a modern and changing world. 
 
Potential solutions will also require consideration of the effects of sea level rise on populations, and 
guidelines that are legally and morally sound for addressing the displacement of massive amounts of 
people. Most displacement will be internal, and so governments will need to be prepared to deal with 
relocation of people whose legal property has essentially become nonexistent. This may require aid from 
other nations, and the problem of individual compensation may have to be addressed and prepared for 
from a legal standpoint. 
 
Appendix:  

1. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
2. Sea Level Rise - Greenpeace International 
3. International Law and Sea Level Rise Committee - ILA 
4. Mapping the Impacts of Climate Change 
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