
UPPER MOHAWK VALLEY 
MODEL UNITED NATIONS RULES OF PROCEDURES 

1. Scope 
These rules are self-sufficient and shall be considered adopted in advance of the first session. No other 
rules of procedure are applicable. Legality of resolutions shall be interpreted by the Secretary-General 
(or Secretaries-General) and the chairs in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and these 
rules unless otherwise specified. 
 
2. Delegations 
The accredited delegations shall consist of all representatives properly pre-registered with the 
conference staff. 
 
3. Credentials 
The credentials of all the delegations shall be considered accepted upon registration. Any decision to 
modify the rights, privileges, or credentials of a delegation or any of its representatives may be 
implemented only with the prior approval of the Secretary-General or (Secretaries-General). Any 
delegation or representatives to whose admission a member has made objection shall be seated 
provisionally with the same rights and privileges as other representatives. 
 
4. Languages 
English shall be the working and official language. 
 
5. Statements by the Secretary-General (or Secretaries-General) 
The Secretary-General (or Secretaries-General) or his or her designated representative may, at any 
time, address the General Assembly or any other body of the United Nations. 
 
6. Presiding Officers 
One or more Secretaries-General and all committee chairs shall be the Presiding Officers of the 
conference. 
 
7. Duties and Powers of the Chairs 
In addition to the duties and powers which are conferred upon him or her elsewhere in these rules, the 
Presiding Officer or Chair shall: 

a) Declare the opening and closing of each session 
b) Direct discussion 
c) Accord the privilege of addressing the session 
d) Limit speaking time 
e) Rule on points of order and other procedural matters 
f) Maintain order in accordance with these rules  
 
 
 



g) In addition, the Chair may propose to the representatives: 
1. Limitations on the number of times each representative may speak 
2. Closure of the speaker's list 
3. Closure of debate 
4. Recess or adjournment of the session. 

 
8. Ruling of the Chair or Secretaries-General 
Whenever any question or matter of procedure arises which is not specifically covered by these rules, 
the ruling of the chair or Secretaries-Generals shall be in order. 
 
9. Quorum 
A majority of registered members shall constitute quorum in all UN bodies. The Presiding Officer may, 
at his or her discretion, open the session, permit debate, and permit decisions to be made unless a 
quorum is specifically challenged and shown to be absent. 
 
10. Voting 

a) Each member nation shall have one (1) vote.  Accredited Observers shall be considered 
members for all purposes except resolution voting (but may vote on procedural matters.) 
b) All voting shall be done by raising the delegation placard unless otherwise requested by the 
Presiding Officer. 
c) "Members present and voting" shall be defined as those members who cast an affirmative or 
negative vote. Members who abstain shall not be considered in reckoning the totals necessary 
to pass a motion. 
d) Unless otherwise specifically stated in these rules, a majority of members present and voting 
shall be necessary to pass a motion. 
 

11. Roll-Call Voting 
a)  After debate has been closed, but before a vote has been taken a member may move that a 
roll-call vote be taken. Roll-call votes are limited to substantive matters. The Presiding Officer 
shall determine which matters are substantive, and may also refuse the request for a roll-call 
which would be dilatory. The vote is debatable to the extent of one speaker for and one speaker 
against, and requires seconds by one-third (1/3) of the members. 
b) A roll-call vote is also in order without debate of vote at the discretion of the Presiding 
Officer in cases of a tie or questionable vote. 
c) The roll-call vote shall be taken in alphabetical order. As the name -of -the member is called, 
its representative shall respond "yes", "no", "abstention", or "pass in order". Any member has 
the right to pass, but only one time, during a roll-call vote. 
d) Before the results of the vote are announced, the Presiding Officer shall request changes of 
vote. No members may, at this time, request the privilege of explaining his or her vote. There 
shall be no changes of vote on the placard vote. 
 



e) Members other than sponsors, co-sponsors and members who have spoken on the side with 
which they vote, may claim the privilege of explaining their vote on substantive matters, one 
(1) minute maximum. The Presiding Officers decision to allow or disallow explanations of vote 
is not subject to appeal. There shall be no explanations of vote in plenary sessions. 
 

12. Tie-Vote Procedure 
In the event of a tie vote, the vote shall be deemed a failure. No re-vote will be permitted. The topic 
must be brought up again. 
 
13. Conduct during a Vote 
Once the Presiding Officer has announced the beginning of the voting process, no member may 
interrupt except to raise a point of order in connection with the actual voting. 
 
14. Important Questions 
The chair shall determine which substantive matters can become important questions. The only 
substantive matter that can become an important question at this conference is any recommendation 
with respect to the maintenance of international peace and security. 
 
The motion to make an important question must be made immediately after the closure of debate. The 
motion needs one-third (1/3) of the members present to second it and one speaker "for" and one speaker 
"against" to debate its merits. Then a simple majority vote will make the matter important. A 
substantive matter deemed "important", requires a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members present and 
voting. 
 
15. Division of the Question: 
 After debate has been closed, but before a vote has been taken, any member may move that the 
operative parts of the resolution be voted on separately. The delegate must state how they wish to 
divide the question. Such a motion requires the seconds of one-third (1/3) of the members and is 
debatable to the extent of one speaker for and one speaker against.   A majority of members present and 
voting is required to pass. If all the operative parts of a resolution are rejected, the resolution shall be 
considered rejected 
 
16. Agenda 
The provisional agenda for all Model United Nations bodies shall be determined by the Presiding 
Officer. 
 
17. Changing the Agenda 
Motions to change the agenda require the seconds of one-third (1/3) of the members present and are in 
order at any time when another resolution is not on the floor. 
 
Such a motion is debatable to the extent of one speaker for and one speaker against, and requires 
two-thirds (2/3) of the members present to pass. A motion to change the agenda, if approved, causes the 



designated resolution to be considered immediately. The chair has the discretion to limit the amount of 
agenda alterations. 
 
18. Speeches 

a) No representative may address the session without having first obtained the permission of 
the Presiding Officer. The Presiding Officer may call a representative to order if his or her 
remarks are not relevant to the matter under discussion. 
b) The Presiding Officer of any session shall maintain a speakers' list for all debatable matters. 
The desire to speak shall be indicated in writing to the Presiding Officer or, at his or her 
discretion, by raising one's placard. 
c) A speaker may yield any amount of his or her remaining time to another speaker. The 
Presiding Officer may require that speakers indicate their intention to yield and the, member or 
members to whom they wish to yield prior to speaking. Delegates may not yield their yielded 
time to another delegate. 
d) Extending the speaker's time: 

1. With the exception of those giving speeches on procedural matters or yielded time, 
any speaker's time may be extended. 
2. When a speaker's time has expired, any delegate may motion to extend it. The 
chairman shall entertain this motion by asking the committee to indicate significant 
objections by a show of placards. If there is not a "significant number" of objections to 
the proposed extension, the speaker's time will be extended for one minute. If there are 
a significant number of objections, the speaker will be asked to leave the floor. 
3. The number of objections that will constitute "significant objections" is at the 
discretion of the chair. In setting this number, the chairman should be certain to take 
into account the size and character of the committee. 
4. There is no limit to the number of times a resolution sponsor's time may be extended. 
The number of extensions for other speakers will be determined by the committee at 
the chair's discretion. 
 

19. Closing the Speaker's List  
During the discussion of any substantive matter, the Presiding Officer may announce the list of 
speakers and, with permission of the members, declare the list closed. Should the Presiding Officer 
leave the list open, any member may move that the list be closed. One-third (1/3) of the members 
present is needed to second that motion. Such a motion is debatable to the extent of one speaker for and 
one against and requires two-thirds (2/3) of the members present to pass. 
 
20. Closure of Debate 
During the discussion of any resolution, a member may move to close debate after no fewer than two 
rounds of debate have been concluded. Such a motion requires one speaker for and one against and 
two-thirds (2/3) of the members present to pass. 
Debate is automatically closed when either the "for" or "against" side of the speakers' list has been 
exhausted. A motion to close debate is only in order when equal numbers of speakers have spoken. 



21. Courtesy 
All representatives shall be expected to show courtesy and respect to those speaking. Those who 
consistently fail to do so may be dealt with at the discretion of the Presiding Officer, and his or her 
decision in this respect shall not be subject to appeal. 
 
22. Right to Reply 

a) The Presiding Officer may accord the right to reply to any member whose national honor or 
integrity has been gravely attacked. The decision to grant or refuse the right to reply is not 
subject to appeal. You may request this only after a speaker has finished speaking 
b) Personal insults are inappropriate and will be dealt with by the chair accordingly. The right 
to reply to personal insults will not be granted.  
 

23. Point of Order 
At any time during any session, a member may rise to a point of order. A point of order is in order 
when it relates to a specific violation of the rules of procedure (e.g. the calling of member to order; the 
ruling of a member, a motion, or debate out of order). The Presiding Officer shall immediately 
determine its merit and rule in accordance with the rules of procedure. 
 
24. Point of Personal Privileges 
At any time during any session a member may rise to a point of personal privilege if his or her 
health, safety, comfort, or ability to hear is severely impaired. The rulings of the Presiding ~ Officer on 
points of personal privilege are not subject to appeal. 
 
25. Point of Inquiry 
At any time, except when another member has the floor, a member may rise to "a point of inquiry" as to 
the proper method of procedure. The Presiding Officer shall answer the inquiry in accordance with the 
rules of procedure. 
 
26. Point of Information 
If a speaker has finished his/her speech before his/her time has expired, he/she has the right to yield to 
questions and another member may rise to a point of information directed through the Presiding Officer 
to the speaker. If the speaker refuses to answer the question, then he/she shall not be accorded the 
privilege of answering further questions. 
 
27. Adjournment 
There are two times when adjournment is in order: one is just prior to lunch and the other is at the close 
of the day's session. A motion to adjourn is not subject to debate, but shall immediately be put to a vote, 
and requires a majority of members present and voting to pass. 
 
 
 
 



28. Caucus 
During the discussion of any matter, a member may make the motion to have a caucus. Such a motion 
requires the seconds of one-third (1/3) of the nations present, and is not subject to debate but shall be 
put to an immediate vote; a majority of members present and voting shall be required to pass. 

a) Un-moderated caucus -members may meet informally to discuss matters before the 
committee.  
b) Moderated caucus -the chairs will maintain a speaker's list and establish a short time period 
for each speaker.  
c) Whip -the chairs shall conduct a session in which it is mandatory for each delegate present to 
speak on the matters before the committee, for an established short time period. 
 

29. Appeal the Ruling of the Chair 
A member may appeal the ruling of a Presiding Officer only if such a decision represents an arbitrary 
judgment or concerns an issue not dealt with in the rules and procedures. An appeal is out of order if its 
intent or consequence would be the suspension of the rules of procedure or the establishment of a 
precedent for such suspension. The appealing member shall speak on behalf of his or her appeal and the 
Presiding Officer in defense of his or her ruling. The appeal shall then be put to vote, and the ruling of 
the Presiding Officer shall be considered in order unless overruled by two-thirds (2/3) of the members 
present and voting. 
 
30. Tabling 
Any member may move to table any substantive matter under discussion. A motion to table effectively 
postpones consideration of a substantive matter indefinitely, unless a specific time limit is set. The 
motion is subject to debate to the extent of one speaker for and one against, and requires two-thirds 
(2/3) of the members present and voting. 
 
31. Taking off the Table 
Once any substantive matter has intervened after an item has been tabled, any member may move to 
take the item off the table. A motion to take off the table effectively resumes 
consideration of a substantive matter where the committee previously left off. Such a motion is subject 
to debate to the extent of one speaker for and one against, and requires two-thirds (2/3) of the members 
present and voting. 
 
32. Reconsideration 
Once a substantive matter has been adopted or rejected, a motion to reconsider may be moved by any 
member who voted with the prevailing side. The motion is subject to debate to the extent of one 
speaker for and one against, and requires two-thirds (2/3) of the members present and voting. 
 
 
 
 
 



33. Procedures for Amendments 
a) Any member may move to amend a resolution under consideration by submitting the 
amendment in writing to the Presiding Officer. The requirement for submission may be waived 
by the Presiding Officer. 
b) The Presiding Officer may limit the number of amendments with respect to anyone 
resolution and may suggest that proponents of various amendments caucus to consolidate the 
amendments. 
c) The Presiding Officer may rule any amendment, friendly or otherwise, which drastically and 
obviously changes the clear intent of the resolution or is irrelevant to the item under 
consideration, out of order. 
d) Sub-committee resolutions may not be altered by members of the General Assembly or 
ECOSOC plenary committees. 
 

34. Amendments 
a) Friendly Amendments - During the discussion of a resolution, the sponsor, with the consent 
of the co-sponsor(s), may incorporate into the body of the resolution any amendment he or she 
considers friendly. This friendly amendment shall then be considered an integral part of the 
resolution without debate or vote. All friendly amendments must be submitted in writing to the 
Presiding Officer. The Presiding Officer who will either announce their inclusion or rule them 
out of order. Friendly amendments may be made to amendments directly. 
b) Unfriendly Amendments - If amendments are considered to be unfriendly by the 
sponsor(s), then a speaker for and a speaker against the amendment are needed. In order for the 
amendment to be added to the resolution, two-thirds (2/3) of the members present and voting 
must support its acceptance. 
 

35. Withdrawal of Resolutions and Amendments 
With the consent of the co-sponsors, the sponsor may withdraw his or her resolution or '" amendment 
any time before debate on the matter begins. The resolution or amendment may then be immediately 
re-sponsored by any member, at which point it resumes its original place in the agenda. 
 
36. Dilatory, Absurd, and Frivolous 
The Presiding Officer may rule any representatives out of order if that representative is engaging in 
dilatory, absurd, or frivolous activity. If the ruling of the chair is upheld because of rule #29, the 
delegate is out of order and shall be denied the-privilege to address the body or move any motion while 
that item of the agenda, under consideration at the time of the appeal, remains before the body. 
 
37. Unacceptable Statements 
Any delegate who declares war or makes an attempt to secede from a country shall be ruled out of 
order by the Presiding Officer. 
 
 
 



38. Pages 
All members shall be expected to show respect and courtesy to the pages. All pages are directly 
responsible to the Presiding Officer and the specific manner in which the pages work shall be 
determined by the Presiding Officer, and his or her directives to this effect shall not be subject to 
appeal. The tipping of pages will be ruled out of order. 
 
39. Inter-committee Notes 
Inter-committee notes shall be discouraged. If a delegate wishes to send an inter-committee note which 
is relevant to the work of the committee, it must be approved by the Presiding Officer. 
 


