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Chair Biographies  
Hi! My name is Abagail Friedel, (but you may call me Abby). I am a Senior at New Hartford Senior High 
School, and I have been in Model UN for three years now. I am very excited, honored and happy to be 
chairing for the first and last time for Model UN, especially in a committee I love where we will debate 
topics I am passionate about. In my free time I am a freelance painter and a modern dancer at Utica Dance 
and am apart of many clubs at my High School, including Mock Trial, Leadership Core, and Students for 
Justice and Equality. In college I plan on studying Political Science/Humanitarian Studies, in preparation 
to become an International Lawyer. Once again I am extremely enthusiastic about UMVMUN 2016, and 
if anyone has any questions feel free to contact me at: 17afriede@student.nhart.org. Good luck, I cannot 
wait to meet all of you!  
 
Hello, my name is Katie Farkouh. I am also a Senior at New Hartford Senior High School. I have been in 
Model UN for 4 years. This will be my second time chairing, and I am sure that this committee will be 
extremely exciting and productive. We will be debating very important topics, and I know that you 
delegates will decide on very comprehensive resolutions. Outside of Model UN, I play a few sports and 
also participate in several clubs at school. I am the captain of my school tennis team and I also enjoy 
skiing and swimming. I am the President of Student Council, the Historian of the National Honor Society 
at my school, and I am also a part of Photography Club. In college, I am planning to go into the medical 
field and one day become a physician. I am very excited to meet all of you and I am sure that this 
committee will be very productive! If you have any questions, contact me at: 
17kfarkou@student.nhart.org.  

 
Committee History 
The UN Commission on the Status of Women was formed soon after the creation of the United Nations 
when fifteen female government representatives met in Lake Success, New York in 1946. This 
commission was then recognized and supported by the United Nations and the UN Secretariat as the 
Division of the Advancement of Women or DAW. The main goal of this committee was to change 
discriminatory legislation and bring global awareness to women’s issues while also creating a more 
inclusive language in the United Nations (ie: not referring to all of humanity as “men”). DAW also aided 
in the drafting of  “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights” and embarked on a global assessment of 
the status of women by creating a country-by-country analysis on the social, economic, political, and legal 
rights of women. This assessment became a basis for creating human rights legislature,, thus including 
women in talk of human rights violations. The Commission was known for holding conventions on 
political rights of women (1953), the nationality, age, and consent to marriage (1957, 1962), wage work 
of men compared to women (1951), and eliminating sex discrimination (1951). In 1963 the Commission 
then pushed for consolidation of women's rights which led to the UN General Assembly to request the 
Commission to draft a Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination of Women. This later turned into 
a convention known as the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women in 1979. Because of the Commission's data collection of the status of women worldwide they 
discovered women were disproportionately affected by poverty. Using these statistics the Commission 
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encouraged the United Nations to expand its resources to aid the advancement of women, especially in 
developing countries. Since this action was taken by the whole United Nations body, women needs have 
been centered upon and women's rights were considered human rights.  
 

Special Committee Notes 
The UN Commission on the Status of Women will be run Resolution style. All delegates should bring 
forty copies of each resolution. In order to be eligible for an award in this committee, delegates must have 
pre-written resolutions for all three topics. While e-mailing the resolutions to the chairs is not required, it 
is greatly viewed with favor by the chairs. Position papers are not required for this committee, but if 
delegates choose to write position papers, they should bring at least three copies.  Delegates should also 
familiarize themselves with the characteristics of the UMVMUN award system in advance of the 
conference. Details of the awards system can be found on our website. The delegates who are the most 
well rounded  will win the awards. 
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Female Refugees  
 

Introduction: 
In 2010, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) stated that there 
was around 43.3 million forcibly displaced people around the world, including 15.2 million refugees, 27.1 
internally displaced persons (IDPs), and 983,000 asylum-seekers. This number is at its highest since the 
mid-1990s due to the rise of conflict and natural disasters around the world, especially in areas such as the 
Middle East. According to the UN Refugee Agency, females make up about 50 percent of refugees and 
IDPs. However, due to their gender, women refugees and IDPs are more vulnerable than men in these 
situations, especially if they are pregnant, alone, disabled, or elderly. 
 
Definition of Key Terms:. 
Refugees:  People who have been forced to leave their countries in order to escape war, persecution, or 
natural disaster. 
 
Internally Displaced Person (IDP):  Someone who is forced to flee his or her home but remains within his 
or her country’s borders. 
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) or UN Refugee Agency:  A United Nations 
Program created to protect and support refugees and IDPs. 
 
General Overview:  
Several agencies and organizations are currently working to improve the lives of refugees, including 
UNHCR and other UN peacekeepers. Over 26 million refugees and IDPs are receiving protection or 
assistance from the UNHCR. While this number is well over half the number of total forcibly displaced 
people worldwide, it may be misleading. Agencies and organizations are failing to provide basic 
protection to many female refugees. 
 
Female refugees often face several hardships on their journeys to Europe, including physical assault, 
exploitation, and sexual harassment. These hardships not only occur on foreign soil, but also on European 
soil. This proves that while some organizations are providing protection, more care is needed for female 
refugees. In an interview by Amnesty International, 40 refugee women and girls recounted their trip from 
Turkey to Greece and then across the Balkans. All of the women in this survey felt unsafe and threatened 
in this journey, despite “protection” from agencies. The most common way these women felt threatened 
was through physical abuse and sexual harassment.  

 
In refugee camps, women are often forced to sleep alongside many men, which creates a threatening 
atmosphere. It is also common for women to be forced to use the same bathroom and shower facilities as 
men, which caused many women to take unhealthy precautions in order to not have to use these facilities. 
Sexual exploitation by smugglers is also extremely common. Smugglers often attempt to offer something 
in exchange for sex to female refugees. Rape cases often result if women refuse. In transit camps, female 
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refugees are subject to violence from police and horrible conditions. According to Amnesty International, 
several women have recounted being beaten by police at these camps. This exploitation and harassment of 
female refugees is an extremely pressing issue that must be dealt with by the United Nations. 

  
Major Parties Involved: 

● Refugee Women: Women refugees and IDPs are subject to more harassment and exploitation 
than men on their journeys. 

● UN Refugee Agency: One of the many organizations in the world that helps displaced women 
and girls improve their lives. 

● Amnesty International: Conducted research and interviewed 40 refugee women about the 
violence, assault, exploitation, and sexual harassment they encountered on their journey from 
Turkey. 

● International Organization for Migration (IOM): Lead agency for camp coordination and 
management. 

● Syria: This country’s civil war has been one of the worst humanitarian crisis of today’s time. 
More than 6 million people are displaced within Syria, and another 4.8 people are Syrian refugees 
outside of the country. Female refugees make up a very large portion of this population. 

 
Timeline of Key Events:  

● 1949:  The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) was founded and began to provide basic services to Palestine refugees in the Middle 
East. 

● 2006:  UNRWA responded to the emergency needs of refugees in Lebanon due to their civil war. 
● 2008:  25 million refugees and IDPs were receiving protection or assistance from UNHCR 
● 2009:  Over 26 million people, 10.4 million refugees and 15.6 million IDPs, were receiving 

protection or assistance from UNHCR 
 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
The United Nations has created several agencies to combat the issues with female refugees, including the 
UNHCR. The UNHCR has realized the violence and hardships female refugees endure on their journeys 
from their homelands, and has begun to aid them. Specifically, the UNHCR has providing safe shelters 
for women at refugee camps. These shelters offer protection, privacy, and assistance through several 
methods. These include separate sanitation facilities and fair food distribution systems. The UNHCR also 
provides programs that aid female refugees in accessing opportunities, improving their leadership skills, 
and overcoming educational barriers. 
 
 Several other organizations also help displaced women and girls. These organizations include the UN 
Action against Sexual Violence in Conflict and the Inter-Agency Standing Committee’s Sub-Working 
Group on Gender. These agencies create awareness of gender issues and sexual violence against female 
refugees. Education about abuses against women is helping to make the world safer for women, but more 
must be done to completely end sexual violence.  
Possible Solutions: 
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Due to the economic and social difficulties that female refugees face during their journeys, women often 
find trouble with finding ways to successfully deal with the abuse against them. Education should be 
provided for women in order to empower them and to teach them that violence against female refugees 
must be stopped. The creation of new agencies to help female refugees may also aid this issue and help 
end sexual violence and abuse against women. Women must be shown that they are independent and 
empowered. Gender inequality is one of the main causes of abuse against female refugees. Empowering 
women may show them that they are not inferior to men and that sexual violence and abuse can be 
stopped. 
 
Appendix:  

1. Refugees - Making Progress: Help for the Internally Displaced 
2. Syrian Refugees - UN Women 
3. Doctors Without Borders - Our Work 

 
Bibliography: 
“Women.” UNHCR: The UN Refugee Agency.  2016. http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/women.html 
 
“Female refugees face physical assault, exploitation, and sexual harassment on their journey through 
Europe.” Amnesty International . January 18, 2016. 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/01/female-refugees-face-physical-assault-exploitation-and-
sexual-harassment-on-their-journey-through-europe/ 
 
“Global Issues: Refugees.” United Nations . 2016. http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/refugees/links.shtml 
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Female Genital Mutilation in Somalia/Somaliland 
 

Introduction: 
Female genital mutilation (FGM) affects 3 million girls in Africa every year, and to this day 95.1 million 
girls are living with the physical and mental trauma of FGM. This 2000 year old practice involves the 
total or partial removal of the healthy genital tissue surrounding the vaginas of young girls. This horrific 
procedure is performed on girls as soon as they enter puberty, their ages ranging from five to nine years of 
age. Ninety--eight percent of the FGM rituals performed in Africa, where FGM is mainly practiced, are 
documented in Somalia/Somaliland. The consequences of these rituals often end in severe medical 
complications that often result in the eventual death of the child. Although the consequences of FGM are 
noticeably harmful and deadly, they are continued because it is considered taboo to not circumcise a 
young girl, for it will ruin her chances of marriage. This practice relates the societal oppression of women 
which was also seen throughout China when footbinding was prominent. Footbinding, an obviously 
unhealthy practice was ended because it put women’s health in danger. This is the main reason for ending 
FGM, that it puts women's health in danger.  
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Female Genital Mutilation:  The word mutilation in this term identifies the severity of the action. This 
term refers all procedures which involve the impartial or complete removal of female genital organs for 
non-medical reasons.  
 
Somaliland:  A self proclaimed independent region inside the country of Somalia which is bordering 
Djibouti, Africa. In some cases however, Somaliland is not legally recognized and is still considered a 
province of Somalia. 
 

Type I of FGM:  Partial or total removal of the clitorious  
 
Type II of FGM:  Partial or total removal of the labia and clitorious  
 
Type III of FGM:  Narrowing of the vaginal canal by removing surrounding tissue and sewing it 
together  
 
Type IV:  Other harmful non-medical procedures such as, pricking, piercing, incising, scraping 
and cauterization. 

 
General Overview:  
Although FGM is an extremely pressing issue, its history is not documented. However, it dates back to 
the rise of Islam in 600 C.E. and in sub-Saharan Africa in 1100 C.E. Although it is a practice not 
belonging to a particular culture or religion, as it is not mentioned in the Quran or Sunnah, it is widely 
practiced in Islamic countries and communities.  FGM was also practiced mostly in Ancient Egypt where 
it was believed to have been practiced as a sign of aristocracy and class distinction. One theory of the 
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origins of FGM is that it started in Arab countries and was performed on black African women as a sign 
of ownership. Somehow it became a ritual of puberty rites among most sub-Saharan African ethnic 
groups. Overall, the practice was/is used in hopes of ensuring young girls virginity until marriage and 
reducing female desire.  
 
In Somalia/Somaliland, Africa, 97% of young girls undergo the painful process of FGM yearly. This puts 
the girls at a major risk of many life threatening conditions and painful situations such as the risk of 
hemorrhaging to death during the procedure of FGM, postpartum hemorrhaging, the inability to urinate 
and menstruate, severe muscle contractions, septicemia, inability to sit, infertility, urinary tract 
infections/reproductive tract infections and HIV/AIDS. In Somalia/Somaliland, obstructed labor is the 
leading cause of death which is also caused by Type III FGM. Although this cause of death could be 
avoided by performing a cesarean section, they are rarely performed because the woman's husband must 
give permission for it to happen. In order for a “natural” birth to occur the doctor must reopen the scar 
tissue for the child to pass through the vagina, which can lead to tetanus. Not only is the life of the mother 
in danger because of FGM, but so are the lives of the babies born. Every fifty babies for 100 births die. 
The psychological effects of FGM are also severe, so many young girls have an increased chance of 
developing severe anxiety disorders and PTSD.  
 
Since women are often considered expendable, not many in Somaliland show  concern for women who 
die in labor because women are considered weak to begin with. Due to the high chances of women dying 
in childbirth, UK trained midwives are hired in hospitals to care for the children. To try and combat these 
labor related deaths, a hospital in Somaliland has been built which cares for women with serious illnesses 
relating to FGM. This hospital also trains teenage girls to become nurses and advocates against FGM to 
try and lower the rates of FGM rituals performed on young girls. Because of the United Nations 
recognition of the severity of FGM, many resolutions and treaties have been passed either banning or 
encouraging government bodies to pass laws eradicating the practice of all forms of FGM. With the 
deeply rooted cultural significance of FGM, it has become difficult. Health advocates have pushed not to 
end FGM altogether, but to push for only the use of FGM Type IV, which is significantly less harmful, 
but can still lead to health complications. However, FGM is still extremely common in North-Eastern 
African countries such as Somalia/Somaliland.  
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SOURCE: UNICEF 2013 

 
Major Parties Involved: 

● Africa: over 75% of women have been subjected to female genital mutilation  
● Muslims: Muslims have the largest population of people who practice female genital mutilation 

which has dated back to the rise of Islam in Africa  
● Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women: has held many 

conferences and passed resolutions on starting grassroots movements to end FGM in places like 
Somalia/Somaliland  

● Committee on the Rights of the Child: proclaimed that if FGM is performed on minors it is illegal 
and a human rights violation 

● Human Rights Committee: active in calling FGM a human rights violation against women 
● International Federation of OB/GYN: has been active in condemning actions to medicalize FGM  
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Timeline of Key Events:  
● 1867:  British medical professionals ban clitordectomy, a form of FGM  
● 1966 : The United States bans FGM  
● 1985:  Scotland bans FGM and the Foundation for Women's Health, Research and Development 

works to advance legislation to campaign against FGM and for reproductive health  
● 1993:  The United Nations named FGM a form of violence against women  
● 1997 : WHO issues a joint statement with UNICEF and UNPFA against FGM  
● 2001:  The European Parliament passes a resolution condemning EU institutions from using FGM 

as a medical procedure  
● 2007:  February 6th was proclaimed International Zero Tolerance of FGM Day by the United 

Nations  
● 2010:  Uganda bans FGM and African parliamentarians push for a continent-wide ban on FGM  

 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
Attempts to resolve the issue have been seen in the United Nations passing of international and regional 
treaties such as the  Committee on  Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights  “The Right to the Highest 
Attainable Standard of Health”  2000, and Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights 
of Women in Africa “Assembly of the African Union”  2005.  

 
Grassroots approaches have also been in the forms of public forums on FGM in Somalia/Somaliland 
where people are allowed to speak on what they think of FGM. These forums usually start with public 
dialogue and end with a public pledge in attempts to push people towards collectively ending FGM in 
their communities.  

 
Many classes on the empowerment and education of young girls have been held and have been made open 
to the public. In these classes generally the idea of an alternative puberty rites ritual is discussed, and 
there is an anatomy lesson. This discussion and learning experience starts a ripple effect known as 
organized diffusion which encourages communities to collectively create a new social norm that abandons 
FGM.  
 
 
Possible Solutions: 
The women who hold these rituals of performing FGM only do it for the money to support themselves 
and their families. Due to the severe lack of economic opportunity for women in Somalia/Somaliland, the 
possibility of finding a job to replace the job of a female circumciser is immensely difficult. With the 
providing of economic opportunities, there must be an educational aspect which teaches young women to 
teach their community on why FGM should be stopped. This education could be done in the form of 
“empowering education,” which respectfully teaches people to examine their own beliefs.  

 
Of course the empowerment of women is essential in the crusade to end FGM. The manifestation of 
gender inequality is widely seen in FGM because it shows that women do not have control over their 
bodies. Addressing this through education in debates centered around human rights may create boys and 
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girls to regard this tradition differently. Likewise, the jumpstarting of women’s economic empowerment 
would lead to a change where women are no longer dependent members of the household. Obviously the 
use of the media can foster this societal change as well. 
 
In other parts of Africa Type IV FGM has been used to substitute the complete removal of genital tissue, 
and it is much less harmful than other forms. This way the traditional ceremony of a girl entering 
womanhood is still celebrated.  
 
Appendix: 

1. United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), Commission on the Status of Women. 
Resolution on the Ending of Female Genital Mutilation. March 2007 

2. Eradication of Female Genital Mutilation in Somalia 
3. World Bank: Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting in Somalia  

 
 
Bibliography: 
World Health Organization “Interagency Statement on Eliminating FGM.” www.un.org . 2008. 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw52/statements_missions/Interagency_Statement_on_Elimin
ating_FGM.pdf 
 
“FGM National Clinical Group.”www.fgmnationalgroup.org . 2007. 
http://www.fgmnationalgroup.org/what_is_fgm.htm 
 
“Female genital mutilation and other harmful practices”. www.who.int 2016. 
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/topics/fgm/mental_problems_and_fgm/en/  
 
“Global Timeline”. www.sites.google.com. 2011. 
https://sites.google.com/a/une.edu/global-issue-of-female-genital-mutilation/global-timeline 
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Sharia Law  
 

Introduction: 
As Islamic fundamentalism spread throughout the Middle East, so did the prevalence of Sharia Law. 
Sharia Law is well known for denying women fundamental rights such as property holding and voting. 
However Sharia Law also enforces a Modesty Law which, if not followed, can lead to public humiliation, 
or death by stoning. Although Sharia Law affects both men and women, it is more brutal towards women. 
Under Sharia Law, acts of “sin” committed by women are punishable by death. Since the court system 
does not count a woman's testimony as much as a man's testimony, many women are wrongly put to 
death. The capital punishment under Sharia Law has been proven to be more extreme towards Muslim 
women which is why it is a dire issue. 
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Capital Punishment:  the legal killing of someone, otherwise known as the death penalty  
 
Hudood:  punishments allowed to be performed under Sharia such as capital punishment  
 
Ta’zeerat:  punishments not allowed under Sharia such as fine, imprisonment, or lashes  
 
Mahr:  the dowry paid to the bride's family by the groom which results in the women legally becoming the 
man's property  
 
Tamkin:  sexual submission of the wife to her husband  
 
Nushuz:  the legal state of disobedience if a wife does not obey the husband  
 
General Overview:  
Sharia is the legal code attributed to the Islamic political system. Sharia, also known as Shariah or 
Shari’a, means “the way.” Sharia Law regulates not only public behavior, but also private behavior and 
private beliefs. In Islamic culture, it is regarded as perfect and sacred. As a result, it is difficult to change 
or reform. Countries most affected by Sharia Law include Afghanistan, Iraq, Malaysia, and Niger. In each 
of these counties there is a favorability rating above 85% on implementing Sharia as official state law.  
 
Sharia Law covers all aspects of life and is divided into five areas: belief, moralities, devotions, 
transactions, and punishments. This legal code separates all actions into forbidden actions (haram or 
harram) and permitted actions (halal). Most violations of the Law are punishable by death including 
speaking out against Islam.  
 
Although these specific examples apply to both men and women, Sharia Law is clearly biased against 
women, resulting in more women being put to death under the Islamic political system. For example, 
women are forced to marry men whom they may not want, and wives must have sex whenever their 
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husbands demand it. If any woman refuses, there is a specific section in Sharia Law titled “Dealing with a 
Rebellious Wife.” This section recommends that a husband beat his wife if she does not act subordinately. 
Other parts of Sharia Law state that a woman cannot speak with another man alone if he is not her 
husband or relative, a woman who has been raped cannot testify in court against her rapist, and a 
woman’s testimony in court only holds half the weight of a man’s. These obvious restrictions against 
women in Sharia Law are becoming extremely prominent in society today, as more countries are 
beginning to use this legal code. Capital punishment is also commonly used against women in these 
countries, as a form of punishment under Sharia Law.  

 
 

Major Parties Involved: 
● United States: resists Sharia Law along with other European nations, but vulnerable aspects of 

society have still been infiltrated by this code 
● Muslims: often use Sharia Law as their legal code and regard it as perfect and impossible to 

change 
● Iraq: statistics have shown that 91% of Muslims in Iraq favor making Sharia Law the official law 

in their country 
● Organization of Islamic Cooperation: criticized the UN’s Declaration of Human Rights as being 

insensitive to religious aspects of non-Western countries. 
● Human Rights Committee: active in calling Sharia Law a violation of rights against women 

 
Timeline of Key Events:  

● 1920:  A clan known as the Saudis invade and control the Arabian Peninsula and implement a 
harsh form of Islamic law 

● 1970:  Colonel Gaddafi authorizes capital punishment for Islamic crimes  
● 1996-2002:  The Taliban strictly prohibits the role of women in society through the implication of 

Sharia Law  
● 2013:  U.S. states begin to ban Sharia Law  
● 2014:  Boko Haram takes over Nigeria and implements Sharia Law  

 
 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
International authorities such as the United Nations have used their powers to try to end Sharia Law. The 
UN Commission of the Status of Women met to pass a resolution titled “Ending Violence Against 
Women” which noted the gender discrimination females faced under Sharia Law. The CSW used The 
Declaration of Human Rights to point out that Sharia Law violates equal rights for women and has called 
on these Islamic countries to abide by these measures.  
 
However, this council's meeting was looked upon disapprovingly by the Muslim Brotherhood because it 
was in violation of Sharia Law’s principles. Because of the severe backlash from the Brotherhood, the 
CSW made negotiations with the Brotherhood on what should be in the document.  
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Since the large influx of Muslims in the United States population, there has been multiple state level court 
rulings on the banning of Sharia law, most recently in Texas. So far sixteen states have banned Sharia 
Law.  
 
 
Possible Solutions: 
Women under Sharia Law may not fully understand the bias against them since their culture has taught 
them that they are second class citizens. Women must be educated about opportunities to advance 
themselves in society. The United Nations Security Council has adopted a resolution that sets in place 
measures for women to participate in conflict resolution and recovery. If these measures are strengthened, 
more women may be educated about women’s rights, and Sharia Law may be changed for the better. 
 
Appendix: 

1. Quick Policy Insight: The death penalty in the Middle East and North Africa  
2. The Commission on the Status of Women Fifty Seventh Session  
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