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Chair Biographies  
Welcome to the WHO committee, my name is Marilynn Sergott. For my upcoming senior year, I will be 
attending Whitesboro High School while bridging to Utica College. I have been involved in Model UN 
for the past three years. However, this will be my first time chairing. Outside of Model UN I enjoy 
running track, playing tennis and sailing. Don't be shy on contacting me at marilynnisergott@gmail.com 
or my fellow chair Aidan, with any questions or concerns you may have about committee.  
 
Hello WHO committee, my name is Aidan Uvanni. I am a senior at Whitesboro High School. Although 
this will be my first time as a chair, I have been involved in MUN my entire high school career. Outside 
of school I compete on a FIRST Robotics Team, and am involved in martial arts. If you have any 
questions feel free to email me at ajuvanni@gmail.com or my co-chair Marilynn. 
 

Committee History 
The World Health Organization was first added to the United Nations as a committee on April 7, 1948. 
WHO was formed primarily to coordinate healthcare on a global scale. Over the years, WHO has directed 
and sent immediate relief to victims of global epidemics, natural disaster and millions of others in a 
healthcare crisis. Currently, WHO works in over 150 different countries and has many regional offices. 
Some of WHO’s accomplishments include creating World Rabies Day ( September 28th), and the 
Smallpox Eradication Program (1966-80).  

 
Special Committee Notes 
The WHO committee will be run Resolution style. This means that all delegates should come to the 
conference with resolutions pre-written for all three topics. Please bring 40 copies of each resolution so 
that each delegation may have a copy. To be eligible for an award delegates must come prepared wiht a 
resolution for all three topics. Although awards should not be a delegate’s primary focus, it is suggested 
that they be familiar with the UMVMUN awards system. These details can be found on the conference 
website and the UMVMUN Delegate Handbook. It is not required to submit resolutions ahead of time; 
however, it is looked upon favorably by the chairs. Positions papers are encouraged to be submitted to 
either chair by November 27. 
 
Although used at some conferences and in some committees, technology will not be permitted in WHO.  
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Combating the Zika Virus and its Effects  
 

Introduction: 
Zika is a virus that is primarily transmitted through mosquitoes within the scientific genus of Aedes. It 
can also be transmitted through blood transfusions, sexual activity, and a mother to her fetus. (Zika Virus) 
Within the past year, Zika has come to the forefront of the news and travel industry. However, the virus 
has been evident in a few countries for quite some time. It was first discovered in 1947 within monkeys in 
Uganda, and 5 years later in humans. It was not until 2007 that Yap was the first location to experience a 
major outbreak. (The History of the Zika Virus) 
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Microcephaly : A severe birth defect that causes an infant's head growth to stop which leads to major brain 
damage. (Zika Virus Symptoms) 
 
Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS):   an uncommon sickness of the nervous system in which a person’s own 
immune system damages the nerve cells, causing muscle weakness, and sometimes, paralysis. ("Zika and 
Guillain”) 
 
General Overview:  
As of 2015 there were 67 countries that had reported the Zika virus and that number is on the rise. 
According to one of the UN World Health Organization's risk assessments for Zika, all countries within 
the WHO African region are at risk for the outbreak. Most recently added to the list of countries affected 
is the Unites States of America. For the majority of victims, the symptoms are mild and flu like. These 
symptoms range from a rash, to joint pain, to a fever. (Fellner) The more concerning symptoms are for 
women who are pregnant and pass the virus to their unborn fetus. Zika has been linked to severe birth 
defects such as microcephaly. (See definition above) 
 
Due to the increase in microcephaly cases in some of the outbreak regions, the Director-General of WHO, 
Margaret Chan stated, “I am now declaring that the recent cluster of microcephaly cases and other 
neurological disorders reported …  a public health emergency of international concern” 
(Zika...International). Currently the Center for Disease Control is researching if the Guillain-Barré 
syndrome (GBS) is in fact linked to the Zika virus. The severe effects of the Zika virus on fetus, has the 
potential for the new born to be disfigured, mentally delayed, and or dependent on parental care for the 
rest of their lives.  
 
Major Parties Involved: 
The World Health Organization:  The committee has taken a very active role within the global community 
to assist with all aspects of the global outbreak of the Zika Virus. Currently, there are over 60 partners 
working with WHO. The committee’s strategic plan has three main goals of detection, prevention, and 
research. 
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Centers for Disease Control:  The mission of the CDC is “to protect America from health, safety and 
security threats, both foreign and in the U.S. Whether diseases start at home or abroad, are chronic or 
acute, curable or preventable, human error or deliberate attack, CDC fights disease and supports 
communities and citizens to do the same” (Mission, Role and Pledge). 
 
International Medical Corps:  The International Medical Corps is using its experience in fighting Ebola to 
coordinate a fast and science based response to Zika in underdeveloped nations. At the moment Haiti and 
Puerto Rico are the primary locations of focus for the organization.  
 
Fogarty International Center:  “The Fogarty International Center is dedicated to advancing the mission of 
the National Institutes of Health by supporting and facilitating global health research conducted by U.S. 
and international investigators, building partnerships between health research institutions in the U.S. and 
abroad, and training the next generation of scientists to address global health needs” (About the Fogarty). 
Information in regards to their mission with Zika can be found at... 
https://www.fic.nih.gov/ResearchTopics/Pages/infectiousdiseases-zika-virus.aspx  
 
Timeline of Key Events:  

● April 1947:  A new virus was found in the forests of Uganda. It was named the Zika virus.  
● Year of 1952:  First reported human Zika case. 
● Year of 1960:  Blood tests confirm the Zika virus within humans. 
● Year of 1969:  Mosquitoes near the equator of Asia had been found with Zika. 
● Year of 2007:  First large outbreak of the virus is reported within the island of Yap. Currently, an 

estimated 73% of all islanders are infected with Zika. 
● Year of 2008:  A US researcher is infected and infects his wife through sexual transmission. This 

is the first documentation of the virus spreading through sexual transmission. 
● March 2014:  First report of newborns being infected because of transplacental transmission. 
● July 2014:  Brazil reports that neurological disorders are associated with the virus on a small 

number of cases.  
 
*The information from this timeline is a condensed version of The World Health Organization’s website 
timeline. The original can be found at http://www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/history/en/ 
 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
Even though the Zika virus has proven to be within humans since 2007, it is only recently that there has 
been significant efforts to combat the spread and effects of the virus. Please read the possible solutions 
below to understand what the current methods being employed are. 
 
Possible Solutions: 
There are several possible solutions to the virus. The first is to prevent the exposure to the mosquitoes 
carrying the virus. This can be done by wearing long clothes and changing travel plans. However, many 
of the areas that are affected are highly populated and residential. For most of those areas fumigation is 
being used. Earlier this year in a federal Brazilian laboratory, technicians released genetically modified 
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mosquitoes that will be in direct competition with the Zika carrier mosquitoes, and may eventually 
overtake them. Only time and more research will be able to know if this will be a permanent solution. 
Other countries are considering releasing and breeding mosquitoes that will be sterile, and eventually 
making a vaccine. While the world is waiting for a solution, it is very important that nations share their 
research and data, as well as raise awareness. 
 
In this committee we will be discussing other possible solutions, the implementation of those solutions, 
and the long term effects of the Zika virus. These effects are still mostly unknown and there must be 
preparation for the burden that will be placed on health services in the future. Special consideration must 
be given to the poor, due to the fact that they are more likely to contract the virus because of their living 
conditions. 
 
 
Bibliography: 
"About the Fogarty International Center - Fogarty International Center." U.S National Library of 
Medicine . U.S. National Library of Medicine, n.d. Web. 04 Sept. 2016. 
https://www.fic.nih.gov/About/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Fellner, Chris. "Zika Virus: Anatomy of a Global Health Crisis." Pharmacy and Therapeutics . 
MediMedia USA, Inc., Apr. 2016. Web. 25 Aug. 2016. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4811255/ 
 
"Mission, Role and Pledge." Centers for Disease Control and Prevention . Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, 14 Apr. 2014. Web. 04 Sept. 2016. 
http://www.cdc.gov/about/organization/mission.htm 
 
"One Year into the Zika Outbreak: How an Obscure Disease Became a Global Health Emergency." World 
Health Organization . N.p., n.d. Web. 29 Aug. 2016. 
http://www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/articles/one-year-outbreak/en/ 
 
"The Fight Against Zika Virus." WXIA . 11 Atlanta LIVE News, n.d. Web. 29 Aug. 2016. 
http://www.11alive.com/news/health/the-fight-against-zika-virus/68285226 
 
“The History of the Zika Virus.” World Health Organization . 24. Aug. 2016 
http://www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/timeline/en/ 
 
“Zika Virus.” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
03 Aug. 2016. Web. 25 Aug. 2016 
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Control and Prevention, 09 Aug. 2016. Web. 29 Aug. 2016. 
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http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/zika-virus-symptoms-prevention?page=3 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
5 

http://www.cdc.gov/zika/healtheffects/gbs-qa.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53141#.V78swGWsAoY


 

Children's Access to Vaccinations in Third World Countries 
 
Introduction:  
With the rise of modern medicine, access to vaccinations have become somewhat of a standard part of 
life. However, the availability of some of the most basic and life-saving vaccinations are limited or non 
existent in developing nations. Children are one of the largest groups affected by this issue, with 
thousands dying each year. One in five children in developing nations are affected by not having the 
proper vaccinations available to them. However, recent efforts have brought the percentage of children 
vaccinated up to 83% globally. Many of these children who do not have access to vaccinations are also 
lacking the even greater of basics, such as clean drinking water.  
 
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Eradication :  the complete destruction of something (such as small poxs). 
 
General Overview:  
The World Health Organization reported that as of 2015, global immunization for children is the highest it 
has ever been. More than 100 million children have access to vaccinations every year. However, the 
poorest of these developing countries are still lacking these important health care resources, partially due 
to a growing financial gap. The WHO calculated that an estimated 24 million children continue to be at 
risk without protection. A minimum of 1 billion additional dollars would be needed to ensure that the 
poorest countries could receive vaccinations. Bringing these developing  nations the means to be able to 
support a better developed health care system is also a giant problem. Over 120 different vaccinations are 
now in place for various diseases including meningococcal meningitis, pneumococcal disease, and human 
papillomavirus (HPV). On the other hand, demand continues to rise for the development for various 
diseases such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. Some of the most affected areas of the world are 
the poorest like west Africa, and remote places of Asia.  
 
Many problems stem from the limited sources of vaccinations, one of the problems being, the slowed 
eradication  of damaging diseases, such as polio.  
 
Major Parties Involved: 
The World Health Organization  : The committee has taken a serious stance on solving this problem. 
Their mission is to provide vaccinations for the following six categories: diphtheria, tetanus, whooping 
cough, poliomyelitis, measles and tuberculosis.  
 
UNICEF  : Currently working to educate families of those children in the developing nations of the 
importance of vaccination. UNICEF also works to provide fully encompassing training for healthcare 
workers in developing nations. They also play a key role in providing support for governments trying to 
an establish an immunization system.  
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Timeline of Key Events:  
● Year 1796:   Edward Jenner created the first vaccination, for small poxs  
● Year 1950:   Mass Tb vaccination is started and continues today  
● Year 1980:  Small poxs is successfully eradicated from the human race  
● Year 2007:  9.2 million children dying each year from lack of vaccinations  
● Year 2015:  4.5 million kids die each year from diseases that could have been prevented with 

vaccination, dramatically decreased  
 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
Many previous attempts have been made by the World Health Organization, saving 1 to 2 million lives 
per year. However, the main obstacle to further advancing is the unstable health care systems of these 
developing nations. The Global Vaccination Action  Plan (GVAP) created in 2011 by the World Health 
Organization is an ongoing plan to majorly increase global access to vaccinations by 2020. (WHO)  
 
 
Possible Solutions: 
An all inclusive resolution to this problem is needed. One needs to consider the social, economical, 
political and demographical aspects to solving this issue. An idea solution would include a low cost, 
single dose vaccinations with minimum storage requirements (at cold temperature). Of course, regulations 
regarding production and means of distribution must also taken into account.  
 
Bibliography: 
"All Timelines Overview." History of Vaccines RSS . N.p., n.d. Web. 11 Sept. 2016. 
http://www.historyofvaccines.org/content/timelines/all  
 
"BBC News | Health | 50 Years of the WHO - Successes and Failures." BBC News . BBC, 26 Jan. 1998. 
Web. 11 Sept. 2016. 
 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1998/health/47191.stm  
 
By Chardon Ohio High School Shooting Suspect T.J. Lane. "The Definition of Eradication." 
Dictionary.com . N.p., n.d. Web. 11 Sept. 2016. 
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/eradication  
 
Cashin-Garbutt, April. "Immunization in Developing Countries: An Interview with Dr. Jos Vandelaer, 
Chief of Immunization for UNICEF." News-Medical.net . N.p., 11 July 2013. Web. 11 Sept. 2016. 
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20130711/Immunization-in-developing-countries-an-interview-with-
Dr-Jos-Vandelaer-Chief-of-Immunization-for-UNICEF.aspx  
 
"Global Vaccine Action Plan 2011-2020." World Health Organization . World Health Organization, n.d. 
Web. 11 Sept. 2016. 
http://www.who.int/immunization/global_vaccine_action_plan/GVAP_doc_2011_2020/en/  
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http://www.unicef.org/immunization/files/SOWVI_full_report_english_LR1.pdf  
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The Problem of Increased Antimicrobial Resistance 
 

Introduction: 
Medicine has improved tremendously over the past several decades. Despite new medicine being created 
and researched around the clock, there are microorganisms that are becoming resistant to very effective 
and often used antimicrobial medicines. Many people may question why this is a global concern; it is a 
concern to all nations because the resistance jeopardizes treatments to common illnesses. Without those 
treatments, a large population of this world could become further ill, disabled, or die. It is the current 
mission of this committee to work with other organization to coordinate a response, continue research, 
and guide policy makers (“Antimicrobial Resistance”). 
 
Definition of Key Terms:  
Antimicrobial: “ destroying or inhibiting the growth of microorganisms and especially pathogenic 
microorganisms” (“Antimicrobial”). 
 
Antibiotic: “ tending to prevent, inhibit, or destroy life” (“Antibiotics”). 
 
General Overview:  
It essential to the continued well being of the human race to have antimicrobial medicines that are 
effective. Some resistance is naturally caused due to the evolving nature of microbes; however, there are 
many causes which can be prevented. Patients in today’s society expect to receive a prescription each 
time they visit the doctor. This societal expectation creates an overuse and an inappropriate use of certain 
medications. In addition, doctors are often forced to make a diagnosis without having as much 
information than is truly needed. This is a major problem in developing nation where is it harder to test 
for specific microbes because of lack of testing facilities and health care professionals. Both of these 
problems contribute to the growing resistance of antimicrobials.  
 
Resistance to medications is not a problem of future generations; it is happening right now! Several 
countries, Thailand, Cambodia, and Myanmar including  have already confirmed the treatment failure of 
the last resort drug to gonorrhea. Other nations are experiencing treatment failures (see the timeline below 
to get a better understanding) ("Antimicrobial Resistance"). There are several ways that individual people 
can fight against the resistance. This includes hand washing, getting vaccinated, correctly using 
prescribed medication, practicing safe sex, and disposing extra unnecessary drugs. 
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This committee’s primary mission is to “treat and prevent infectious diseases with effective and safe 
medicines that are quality-assured, used in a responsible way, and accessible to all who need them” 
(Global Action Plan). In order to achieve this goal there has been five main objectives already established. 
Please take these into consideration when writing your resolution. The objectives are as follows:  
 

Objective 1: Improve awareness and understanding of antimicrobial resistance through effective 
communication, education and training. 
  
Objective 2: Strengthen the knowledge and evidence base through surveillance and research.  
 
Objective 3: Reduce the incidence of infection through e ective sanitation, hygiene and infection 
prevention measures.  
 
Objective 4: Optimize the use of antimicrobial medicines in human and animal health. 

    
Objective 5: Develop the economic case for sustainable investment that takes account of the 
needs of all countries, and increase investment in new medicines, diagnostic tools, vaccines and 
other interventions.  

 
*The above objectives were taken verbatim from the Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance. To 
read the full document go to: 
http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/publications/global-action-plan/en/  

 
 

Major Parties Involved: 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases: Conducts research into the causes and prevention of 
antimicrobial resistance. The organization also supports others who design new drugs and vaccines that 
will be effective against resistant microbes. More information can be found at 
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/topics/antimicrobialresistance/Pages/default.aspx. 
 
Center for Disease Control: “CDC works to prevent antibiotic resistance in healthcare settings by 
providing a system to track resistance and prescribing patterns at national, regional, and local levels; 
providing guidance to healthcare facilities interested in better antibiotic use; and working to prevent all 
patient infections through infection control guidelines, assistance implementing these guidelines, and 
laboratory expertise” (Antibiotic Resistance Threats http://www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/pdf/ar-threats-2013-508.pdf) 

 

Alliance for the Prudent Use of Antibiotics: “The mission of the Alliance for the Prudent Use of 
Antibiotics (APUA) is to strengthen global defenses against infectious disease by ensuring access to 
effective treatment and promoting appropriate antibiotic use to contain drug resistance.” (Website: 
http://apua.org)  
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Timeline of Key Events:  
 

 
 

● Year 2012:  The World Health Organization found that drugs used to treat HIV were becoming 
not as effective due to growing resistance  

● Year 2012:  Almost all of influenza A viruses were resistant to the frequently used drug. 
● Year 2013:  Resistant cases of Tuberculosis has been discovered in 100 countries. 

 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 
The World Health Organization is continuing action against this growing problem. They (WHO) are 
working closely with the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) to regulate the use of antibiotics in the products we, as 
humans, consume. A draft global action plan was submitted to the sixty-eighth World Health Assembly 
(May 2015).  
 
 
Possible Solutions: 
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There as many aspects that need to be accounted for when trying to solve this problem. Future 
advancements in medicine could potentially create an alternative treatment of infections without the use 
of antibiotics. Considering the “abuse” of antibiotics is one of the leading causes of microbial resistance.  
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